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“Lifted Up” 
By Myrtle P. Gibson 


“And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will 
draw all men unto me” (John 12:32). 


IFTED up—on Calvary’s tree! 
Lifted up for men to see 
The ridiculed and beaten form 
Of one who claimed to be 
The Son of God 


Lifted up — on Calvary’s tree! 
His precious blood is flowing free 
To cleanse the world from sin and 
dross — s 
To clothe eternally — 
O Son of God! 


Lifted up —on Calvary’s tree! 
Redemption’s paid, salvation’s free! 
This message bear to every land 
That all may know and see 
The Son of God! 


Lifted up — on Calvary’s tree! 
Christ crucified lives now in me! 
O take my heart, my life, my all, 
Relive Thy life through me, 
Thou Son of God! 


Ys 
A “Morning Act of Faith” 


Beginning the day with God should 
be every Christian’s habit. Bible read- 
ing and prayer are essential. But a 
hymn, a poem, or some other devotional 
writing may sometimes be used to ad- 
vantage. Dr, Charles Trumbull particu. 


larly liked a concise statement of faith 
for the Christian’s daily use which was 
prepared by the Rev. Handley C. G. 
Moule, D.D., Bishop of Durham (Eng.) 
from 1901 to 1921, author of expositions 
of Bible books, and a leader at British 
Keswick. It is called a “Morning Act of 
Faith,” and reads as follows: 


I believe on the Name of the Son of 
God, therefore I am in Him, having 
redemption through His blood, and life 
by His Spirit; and He is in me, and 
all fulness is in Him. 

To Him I belong by purchase, con- 
quest and self-surrender; to me He 
belongs for all my hourly need. There 
is no cloud between my Lord and me; 
there is no difficulty, inward or out- 
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ward, that He is not weady to meet 
in me today. 

The Lord is my Keeper. Amen. 
Many have found this simple, Scriptura’ 
affirmation to be a great blessing. One 
clause, “There is no cloud between my 
Lord and me,” depends on the complete- 
ness of the believer’s surrender to God. 
If there should be a cloud, God is will- 
ing to reveal the cause of it, and able 
to dispel that cloud as His child ‘yields 
all to Him. A Christian who can sin- 
cerely make all of these declarations, 
from the depth of his heart and without 
reservation, may go forth to his work 
with peace and joy, saying, “I can do 
all things through Christ who strength- 
eneth me” (Phil. 4:13, R, V.). 
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lll. Are Parents To Blame? 


The third editorial in the series, “Diagnosing Spiritual Ills, and the 
Remedy,” by J. B. Rowell, Th.D., Victoria, B. C. 


their own children, antagonize 

their minds against Christians, 
and turn them adrift from an evangeli- 
cal ministry, might well be a matter for 
serious consideration. In seeking to 
diagnose the spiritual ills in the Church, 
the Body of Christ, we believe that fail- 
ure in our Christian homes is one of the 
chief causes of spiritual decay. How- 
ever, the only justification for uncover- 
ing a malady is in order to emphasize 
the remedy. , 


H«: Christian parents sin against 


DINNER-TABLE GOSSIP 


Children have been spoken of as 
“fragile beginnings of a mighty end.” 
Parents have a_ great responsibility 
toward shaping the aim, the purpose, 


* the end which God has in mind for the 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Father, I will that they also, 
whom thou hast given me, be with 
me where I am; that they may be- 
hold my glory, which thou hast 
given me: for thou lovedst me be- 
fore the foundation ‘of the world” 
(John 17:24). 
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child. It is to be feared, however, that, 
too frequently, parents are _ utterly 
thoughtless as to the effect of their own 
words and conduct on their children. 
Parents who would lay down their lives 
for their children are often responsible 
for their spiritual downfall. 

Young people go home from a service, 
impressed by the message they have 
heard, only to hear the parents find 
fault with the preacher, or to hear them 
discuss the latest titbit of gossip about 
someone. As Satan’s fiery dart of crit- 
icism enters the child’s mind, all serious 
impression passes from him; or, at least, 
there is the possibility of such a good 
impression being stifled. With the real 
or imaginary shortcomings or mistakes 
of preacher or Sunday school teacher 
implanted in the mind, the child hence- 
forth sees and thinks of his spiritual 
leaders in the light of that which he 
hears at home; or possibly at some other 
home. The ninety-nine good points in 
the teacher of spiritual lessons are lost 
sight of, while the one point under crit- 
icism is exaggerated. Consequently, the 
teacher wonders why he has lost his 
influence, and why the child fs no longer 
amenable to his. spiritual leadership. 
The fact is, the seed of questioning, sus- 
picion, distrust has been sown in the 
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young mind by some faultfinder. Par- 
ents, and others,.who are guilty of this, 


would do well to undo the mischief with; 


all speed. 

How can a depreciated Christian 

worker make headway with the young 
' people, especially when the attitude of 
parents is a constant belittling of such 
workers? When once young people are 
encouraged along the line of criticism, 
they soon become adepts in the same 
sin, and think it smart to detect a flaw, 
forgetful of this, that it does not require 
superior wisdom to find fault. Thus, in- 
stead of listening for the voice of God, 
there are those who think of some cheap, 
foolish, and faulty criticism, 

There is a remedy. Wise and gracious 
parents will quickly turn the attention 
from an unwise criticism to some gem 
of truth, or.to the Lord Jesus Christ 
exalted in the message; for, surely in 
every evangelical sermon there is some- 
thing to commend, 

Some years ago, a minister Of the Gos- 
pel, together with friends, attended a 
certain service. On the way home, the 
friends criticized the preacher’s deliv- 
ery, his enunciation, his grammar, and 
other points, to such an extent that the 
minister, who.had himself received much 
blessing, spoke up, and said, “One thing 
I know, I received a great. blessing 
through that man’s ministry, and I 
don’t want to lose it.” Needless to say, 
there was no more criticism. Every 
Christian can be an instrument in the 
hand of the Lord to help maintain the 
Word of God, and a searching message, 
in the minds and hearts of the hearers. 
Too frequently, spiritual blessing is lost 
as someone engages in conversation on 
nonessentials, instead of making an ob- 
servatior on the message which is cal- 
culated to keep it glowing in the Rearts 
of others. 


Younc PEOPLE As CHURCH TRAMPS 


Another danger that parents should be 
warned against is that of taking their 
boys and girls from church to church 
when they have their own evangelical 
church home. Some seem to search the 
ohurch page advertisements for the serv- 
ice that offers the best entertainment, or 
the most sensational subject, or the best 
array of singers, with little thought as 
to abiding spiritual: benefit. In course 
of time, the young people have no real 
church home; they go anywhere and 
everywhere, but make no contribution 
anywhere; and finish up by going no- 
where. 

Parents would be well advised to find 
the church where God’s Word is faith- 
fully preached, where Christ is exalted, 
and separation unto God practiced, and 
then make it their church home, culti- 
vating loyalty and faithful attendance. 
It would be well to bring back into our 
church life the old-fashioned family 
pew; and to instill into the young people 
reverence for God and for the place of 
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worship, regard for their own home 
church, and loyalty in attendance. If 
this were ‘encouraged, the best interests 
of all spiritual churches would be con- 
served; and instead of our young people 
belonging to the tribe of the wandering 
foot, they would realize, they have a 
church home, and stay there. 


DANGER OF A DouBLE STANDARD 

In reading a discourse by the Rev. 
William Monod, brother 6f Dr. Adolphe 
Monod, dealing with defects in the mor- 
ality of the family circle, the writer 
came across this telling utterance: “It 
excludes, or, at least, is called upon to 
exclude the grosser vices, the scandalous 
habits, such as drunkenness, adultery, 
violence; but it permits the father of the 
family to be deficient in piety, charity, 
and purity; it permits the mother of the 
family to be quarrelsome, frivolous, and 
avaricious; it permits children to be 
wanting in respect for their parents, to 
lie, to dispute. It is, for a large number 
of Christians, the morality of education. 
What they propose in bringing up their 
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children, is not, above all’ things else, 
to save their souls; but to put them in 
a condition to earn money, to honor 
themselves, and to reflect honor upon 
their parents ... they expect the min- 
ister. to teach and recommend to him 
the Word of God in the church, or in the 
schoolroom; but they themselves recom- 
mend and teach it very little.” 

It is likely that more young people 
have been lost to the cause of Christ by 
inconsistencies on the part of parents 
than anything else. I suppose church 
workers know of many actual cases 


(Continued on,page 694) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Praying Against Communism 


D— and I had a meeting with Dr. 
Wadsworth a couple of months ago to 
see about the possibility of qprcecing 
some sort of an appeal for Christians 
to pray regularly for the defeat, or at 
least hindrance, of the spread of Com- 
munism, especially in China. Our idea 
was to ask you, and possibly other 
publishers, to make the appeal... . 

What I’ve had in mind is simply 
that you put in a small item in eac 
issue, or every other issue, possibly 
mentioning something which this god- 
less regime is doing, such as causing 
the cessation of missionary work in 
North: China, or seeking to suppress 
liberty in Italy, and asking Christians 
to pray about it. It seems to me that 
even if Communism should turn out 
to be the power by which the Anti- 
christ will rule the world, still, the 
Lord might hinder it for awhile if we 
pray, especially in the face of such 
marvelous missionary opportunities as 
there are now in China, 

It seems to me an inexcusable trag- 
edy to let this evil power sweep un- 
checked over nations, ending all 
missionary “work — barring, of course, 
the possibility that the Lord has some 
definite plan in allowing it—A former 
Wheaton College student. 


Not long after the above letter was 
received, word came that the Great 
Commission Prayer League, of which 
Dr. Ernest M. Wadsworth is the Director, 
is planning to urge Christians to pray 
for the protection of our land, and others, 
against this great menace. A bulletin 
from the League says: “Forthcoming 
issues of Streams of Blessing will feature 
the prayer needs of our nation. The rise 
and progress and menace of Commu- 
nism in our own land and all others is 
greater and more real than most Chris- 
tians realize. In your prayer responsibility 
to God for all men, and for all authority, 
you need Dr. Wadsworth’s presentation 
of the call to prayer against this political 
and moral danger. Will you assure us 


of your prayers and for the possible 
nation-wide distribution to ministers 
and other leaders of national thought, 
and to Christians in the churches?” 
Streams of Blessing is the official or- 
gan of the Great Commission Prayer 
(Continued on page 681) 
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VIll. The Radio Amplifier Tube and the Christian 


Three elements in the simplest radio tube that illustrate 
three phases of the work of the Holy Spirit 


use today, most commonly employed 

as an amplifier, works on a prin- 
ciple that is the basis of all of the many 
modern inventions in the field of elec- 
tronics. In seeking for a simple ex- 
planation of the operation of the am- 
plifier tube for high school students, I 
have been impressed with the fact that 
it is a wonderful illustration of the way 
the Holy Spirit works through the Chris- 
tian. The explanation of the working 
of an amplifier tube can be made simple 
if each of the three principal parts of 
the tube is discussed by itself. At the 
same time three important phases of the 
work of the Holy Spirit in the Chris- 
tian can be brought out. First, how- 
ever, let us considér the general pur- 
pose of such an amplifier, and see how 
there is a correspondence between it 
and the work the Lord Jesus has com- 
mitted to His followers. 


The Work of an Amplifier—The work 
of an amplifier tube is to take very 
weak electrical vibrations such as those 
that a radio aerial picks up from the 
air, or those coming over many miles 
of telephone wire, and ¢hange them into 
exactly similar vibrations except that 
the vibrations are stronger. Usually 
several successive stages of amplifica- 
tion are necessary before such electric 
currents can be built up sufficiently to 
cause a loud speaker to reproduce a 
musical program loud enough to fill a 
room. It will be remembered by those 
who read the opening article of this 
series that the work of a Christian was 
compared to the place taken by the eye- 
piece in an astronomical telescope. As 
it magnifies the star image, so the Chris- 
tian is to magnify (Phil. 1:20; Acts 19: 
17) the Lord Jesus, who is ‘the “express 
image” of God (Heb. 1:3) on earth. 
Similarly, as the weak radio vibrations, 
with the great messages and the sweét 
music they carry, are of no value to 
the world until they are amplified so 
they can be heard, so the vital truths 
and marvelous beauties of the Gospel 
are seldom if ever appreciated by the 
people of the world unless they are 
amplified and passed on by the Chris- 
tian Church and by individual Chris- 
tians, who correspond to the amplifiers 
of the radio. Is not this the idea con- 
veyed in John 7:37-39? “Now on the last 


“Tse simplest radio vacuum tube in 


, Gay, the great day of the feast, Jesus 


stood and cried, saying, If any man 
thirst, let him come unto me, and drink, 
He that believeth on me, as the scrip- 
ture hath said, from within him shall 
flow rivers of living water.” See the 
change from a drink of water to rivers 








“Ye shall receive power, after that 
the Holy Ghost is come upon you: 
and ye shall be witnesses unto me 
... unto the uttermost part of the 
earth” (Acts 1:8), was the promise 
of the Lord Jesus, just before he left 
His disciples to return to the Father. 
In this final article in his series on 
“Science Illustrating Bible Truths,” 
Mr. Coon shows how the Holy Spirit 
supplies, controls,and amplifies power 
in the life of the believer for the 
spreading of the Gospel message. 








of water. That transformation or am- 
plification is accomplished in the Chris- 
tian but not by the Christian. . This is 
brought out by John in the thirty-ninth 
verse. “But this spake he of the Spirit, 
which they that believed on him were 
to receive.” He was speaking of the 
work done by the power of the Holy 
Spirit in the believer. The amplifier 
tube illustrates this in that the power 
it uses comes from batteries or other 
sources of electric power from without. 
The tube (or the Christian) is only the 
instrument by which power is put into 
the message. 


The Amplifier Tube as a Valve.— 
Radio tubes are sometimes called valves 
because, just as the valves at the kitchen 
sink are used to turn off or on or to vary 
the flow of water, so the tubes are used 
to control the flow of electricity in a 
circuit. The outstanding difference is 





By RALPH H. COON, M.A. 


that the electrical valve can be oper- 
ated at a speed that amounts to turning 
it on and off many times a second if so 
desired. This is possible because the 
only means of control is electricity 
itself in a different part of the tube, and 
electricity moves that fast. A very weak 
current, or better, a very weak electrical 
vibration, can thus be used to control 
a much stronger current producing a 
much greater vibration. This can 3e 
better understood if we now look at the 
three parts of the tube with their ac- 
companying circuits. 

1, The Filament.—It has been found 
that a hot filament, such as that in an 
ordinary electric light bulb, gives off 
tiny particles called electrons. These 
electrons are even much smaller than 
the smallest atoms.’ They are the parti- 
cles of electricity that constitute an elec- 
tric current when they flow through a 
wire. They may be made to flow through 
space without any wire at all, if the air 
is removed from the space. That is the 
reason for the vacuum in the amplifier 
tube. Just as there is at the heart of 
such a tube the glowing filament there 
must be in the heart of the servant of 
the Lord the warm glow of the spirit 
life maintained there by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Without this spirit glow 
there can be no amplification or pass- 
ing on of the Gospel. This outflow that 
bears the message of the Gospel of love 
is impossible if the heart is filled with 
the things of this world such as are ruled 
over by the prince of the power of the 
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air, who, of course, is Satan himself. 
Before the Christian can be of any real 
use to his Lord, he must surrender his 
life to the purging process that will re- 
move selfishness and worldliness, much 
as the amplifier must be subject to every 
known process that will remove the air. 


2. The Plate—Surrounding the fila- 
ment in the radio tube, or adjacent to 
it, is a device called the plate. It is so 
called because in the earliest forms of 
such tubes it was in the form ofa flat 
plate rather than the cylinders now gen- 
erally used. A battery called the B- 
battery, or some other source of electri- 
cal energy, produces a current, or flow 
of electrons, between the filament and 
the plate. It is this current that actu- 
ates the loud speaker or goes out over 
a telephone line. We see now that the 
power of the Holy Spirit is used not 
only to maintain the spiritual glow 
within, but that it is the same power 
which does, through the Christian, any 
useful work that he may be able to ac- 
complish. 


3. The Grid—Between the filament 
and the plate is placed a spiral or net- 
work of wire called the grid. Through 
its meshes the electrons flow from the 
filament to the plate. Any slight elec- 
trical charge placed on the grid by a 
small current flowing from without will 
affect the current flowing to the plate. 
In fact, the plate current may be shut 
eff entirely by such a grid charge. The 
grid, then, may be thought of as the 
valve that controls the plate or output 
current. A feeble variation in the grid 
circuit may result in a strong variation 
in the plate circuit. The current varia- 
tions produced in a microphone by an 
important message or a beautiful song 
may be impressed upon the grid and 
thus the plate circuit may be varied so 
that the same message or song will be 
reproduced greatly amplified. What a 
picture this is of the way the Lord, 
through the touch of His Holy Spirit, 
controls the witness of the true servant. 
He must have complete sway. There 
must be no distortion of the message. 
The Lord had this sort of control over 
Paul. The great apostle is telling about 
it in 1 Corinthians 2:4: “And my speech 
and my preaching was not with entic- 
ing words of man’s wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of 
power,” 


Series Amplification—In most ampli- 
fiers there are several stages of amplifi- 
cation, the output of one tube being fed 
into the grid, or input, circuit of the 
next tube, and so on until the desired 
volume of power is reached. It is by 
such successive amplifiers, or repeaters, 
as telephone men call them, at various 
points along the line, that telephone con- 
versations ean now be carried to prac- 
tically any part of the world. It may 
be the main task of the minister of the 
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Gospel, or of the Bible teacher, to am- 
plify the Gospel message and pass it on 
to others, who will in turn deliver it 
to the needy of the world. It is just 
such amplification in successive stages 
that Paul refers to.in 2 Timothy 2:2: 
“And the things which thou hast heard 
of me among many witnesses, the same 
commit thou to faithful men, who shall 
be able to teach others also.” 


Multiple Amplification—When the 
President of the United States wishes 
to speak to the nation the output of 
one amplifier is divided up and fed into 
several others, each of which is con- 
nected to a wire going in a different 
direction. Thus the message could 
eventually be spread all over the nation 
by wire and by radio. What a picture 
of the Lord’s plan for spreading the 
Gospel! If each Christian passes the 
Gospel on to many others, at least some 
of them will receive it and pass it on, 
so the number of human amplifiers will 
continually be multiplied until the whole 
earth is covered and every last soul has 
at least had a chance to receive the 
Gospel. ' 

It should be noted here that such 
hook-ups as referred to above are not_ 
only types of Gospel propagation but 
are mighty material means for the 
spread of God’s Word and the Gospel 
message. Let each do his part in pray- 
ing, giving, and working that the good 
work already started along this line may 
go on, and that it may .be greatly in- 
creased, and, as new means of transmis- 
sion, such as frequency medulation, 
facsimile transmission, and television be- 
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come available, they, too, may be used 
by Christians to the greatest possible 
advantage. 


In conclusion, let us review the three 
types of work done by the Holy Spirit 
in the child of God. In the greatest 
manifestation of the Holy Spirit that has 
ever been known, namely, that which 
octurred on the Day of,Pentetost nearly 
two thousand years ago, note first that 
the power was from Heaven, “And sud- 
denly there came from heaven a sound 
as of the rushing of a mighty wind.” 
Then the fire came upon each one per- 
sonally, and they were all filled. Each 
life was lighted at the very center by 
that glow of the Holy Spirit, just as 
each radio tube in a live circuit must 
have its glowing filament at the center. 
The output, represented by the plate 
circuit of the tube, was immediately 
evident, “They . . . began to speak with 
other tongues.” Thus they were pro- 
vided with the means needed to get the 
message to all of those around them. 
The three thousand converts that day 
were evidence enough that there was 
that which would correspond to the out- 
put circuit of the amplifier. The words 
and languages were all under the con- 
trol of the Holy Spirit, as suggested by 
the grid or control circuit of the radio 
tube, “The Spirit gave them utterance.” 
We have the same Lord, the same Spirit, 
and the same task today. May we not 
be sure of the same power, if the proper 
prayer connectigns are made in each cir- 
cuit? We must pray for the inner glow, 
the outward reach, and the upward con- 
tact for control of each word and deed. 

Ricusure, N. Y. 


Recent Archaeological Developments 


Research and publications of 1947-1948 


URING the first few weeks of 1943, 

American newspapers carried re-. 
leases concerning the explorations and 
travels of W. F. Albright in the Sinai 
region. Dr. Albright, well-known 
archaeologist and Professor of Semitic 
Languages at the Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity, Baltimore, accompanied the Af- 
rican Expedition of the University of 
California, which was led by Wendell 
Phillips and included Dr. Henry Field, 
eminent physical anthropologist and 
prehistorian. Dr, Albright flew by Pan 
American World Airways from Wew 
York to Damascus, leaving November 
26, 1947, and arriving November 28, He 
reached Cairo the next day and spent 
the first half of December in northern 
Egypt, studying the advances made in 
Egyptian archaeology during the last 
twelve years, 





By JOSEPH P. FREE, Ph.D, 
Professor of Archaeology, Wheaton College 
Archaeological Editor of The Sunday School Times 


Firsthand Report 

OME ‘of the newspaper reports of 
Dr. Albright’s investigations in Egypt 
and Sinai were illuminating and others 
were quite puzzling. It is now refresh- 
ing to have at hand his own firsthand 
report,! which clears up some of the 
newspaper releases, often very short 
and, in other cases, apparently cut down 
to fit available space. This summary 
is based on Dr. Albright’s report, noted 
below in the bibliographical footnote. 
The expedition actually got under way 
December 15, 1947, and remained out 
in the Sinai region until January 17, - 
1948. Dr. Albright points out that in 





1W. F. Albright, “Exploring in Sinai with 
the University of California African Expedi- 
tion,”” Bulletin of the American Schools of 
Oriental Research, No. 109, February, 1948, pp. 
5-20. 
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the late winter, especially after heavy 
rain, the mountains and plains of the 
Sinai area are still covered with a man- 
tle of green, providing.food for the flocks 
of nomads. This writer would add the 
observation that such food would have 
been available for any animals’ which 
the Israelites had with them in the Sinai 
wilderness, 


Biblical Rameses and Pithom 


HE tasks of the Israelites during the 

Egyptian bondage included con- 
struction work at the towns of Rameses 
and Pithom (Exod, 1:11). Dr. Albright 
visited the excavations of Pierre Mon- 
tet at Tanis, which the excavator iden- 
tifies with Rameses. Objections have 
been made. to identifying this site with 
Rameses, but now even the Egyptologist 
Alan Gardiner, who formerly proposed 
another site, accepts Montet’s conclu- 
sions. Dr. Albright feels that the splen- 
dor and magnificence of the excavated 
remains at Tanis settle the question of 
its identification with the city of Ra- 
meses. A flying visit to Tell Ertabeh 
convinced him of the correctness of Gar- 
diner’s identification of that site with 
Biblical Pithom (Exod. 1:11),-and of Tell 
el-Maskhuta with Succoth (Exod. 13: 
20). 

This writer feels that this identifica- 
tion would not vitally affect Naville and 
Kyle’s examinations of 1883 and 1908, in 
which they found brick work pointing 
to Israelite construction and which in 
part led them to identify Tell el-Mask- 
huta with Pithom.2 If the newer iden- 
tification proves correct, it merely means 
that Tell el-Maskhuta is to be identi- 
fied with Succoth instead of Pithom. 
Succoth is mentioned in connection with 
Israel in Egypt (Exod. 13:20), and 
could still be a site where Israelite con- 
struction work was carried on. 


Early Alphabetic Writing 


N 1905, Sir Flinders Petrie reported 

inscriptions in the Sinai region. Later 
expeditions by Harvard University and 
further studies by Gardiner and others 
showed that these inscriptions were in 
an alphabetic script, and represented a 
Semitic language similar to Hebrew. 
Petrie dated them about 1500 B.C., and 
Gardiner assigned them to 1809 B.C. Dr. 
Albright regexamined these inscriptions, 
and has concluded that 1500 B.C. is the 
correct date. He believes that they were 
not made by local Semitic Bedouin in 
the employ of the Egyptians, but rather 
by captives or laborers levied in Canaan 
by the Egyptians for work in the mines 
of Sinai 

The discoveries, and now, the re-ex- 
amination of this early alphabetic writ- 
ing in Sinai merely emphasizes the fact 
that writing was well developed and 
quite widely used in Mosaic times, and 
even much earlier. All of the discov- 





?International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, 
afticle on ‘“‘Pithom,” by M. .G. Kyle, p. 2402-A. 
* Albright, op. cit., p. 17. 
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eries combine to show that one no longer 
has reason to doubt that Moses could 
have written, as indicajed in many pas- 
sages of the Pentateuch (Exod. 17: 14; 24: 
4; 34:27; Num: 33:2; Deut. 31:9, and the 
like). Archaeology does not support 
the critical implications of some schol- 
ars of the past, e.g., Von Bohlen, who, in 
his commentary of Genesis, doubted that 
that “disorganized troop” of Israelites 
should have any knowledge of writing, 
or Reuss, who doubted that there was 
writing in Israel in the time of Moses.4 
In view of the archaeological discoveries 
in the Near East, no informed Liberal 
has held in recent years that Moses 
could not have written the Pentateuch 
because writing was not commonly 
practiced, though the Liberal will likely 
hold that Moses did not write the Penta- 
teuch, basing his conclusion on “other 
grounds.” 


Identification of Mizpah 


OME eight miles north of Jerusalem, 

a site kmown today as Tell en-Nas- 
beh was excavated by’ the Pacific School 
of Religion,, between thé years 1926 and 
1935.5 The excavators identified the 
site with Biblical Mizpah (1 Sam. 7:5, 
6, 7, 11, and the like), mentioned in 
connection with the ministry of Sam- 
uel. This identification seemed to be 
supported by the discovery, in the ex- 
eavation, of twenty-eight jar handles 
that bore three letters, considered by 
the excavators to read “msp,” which 
would be the main consonants of the 
word, rendered in English, Mizpah, 
(Hebrew “msph”—the vowels are not 
written in some Semitic languages, in- 
cluding what is known as “unpointed 
Hebrew.” Only the consonants are writ- 
ten and the vowels are supplied when 
the word is pronounced. Therefore 
“msp” could be pronounced “Mispah,” 
or, as the King James Version renders 
it, “Mizpah.”) 


However, other scholars pointed out ' 


a_ difficulty with this interpretation, 
namely that. the third letter of “msp” 
was not a “p” but an “h,” making the 
word “msh.” This would not support 
the ‘idea that Tell en-Nasbeh was Miz- 
pah, but point perhaps to Mozah, which 
would at first seem like a possible iden- 
tification. Mozah, however, was appar- 
ently a very insignificant place, as it is 
mentioned only once, in Joshua 18:26, 
H. L. Ginsberg has offered a solution 
to this problem in a recent article.6 He 
points out that “msh” could be a con- 
traction for “msph,” and could still stand 
for Mizpah. He supports his conclusion by 
stating that (1) Mizpah alone is known 
to have had a special status in which 





4Summarized by A. Noordtzy, “The Old Tes- 
tament Problem,” reprinted from Bibliotheca 
Sacra, Nos. 388, 389, 390, copyright 1940-1941, 
Dallas Theological Seminary, p. 102. 

5C, C. McCown, “The Ladder of Progress in 
Palestine,”” New York, Harper, 1943, p 210ff. 

6 Bulletin of the American Schools of Orien- 
tal Research, No. 109, February, 1948, pp. 21, 22. 
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standard jars would be issued with the 
name stamped on the handle; (2) Tell 
en-Nasbeh is certainly in the region 
where we know Mizpah to have been 
located; and (3) contractions, such as 
“msh” standing for “msph,” are known 
from other Semitic literary ‘material. 
Such studies as these are significant for 
Bible students, and even for such peo- 
ple as the Palestinian mapmaker, who 
must put a dot in some place when he 
locates Mizpah on his map of Palestine. 


Another Law Code ¢ 


ECENTLY Francis R, Steele, of the 
University Museum of the Univer- 

sity of Pennsylvania, found four frag- 
ments of clay tablets in the museum 
collection. These proved to be a part 
of a law code put out by Lipit-Ishtar, 
a Mesopotamian king who antedated 
Hammurabi by about 175 years (i.e, 
about the period of 2000 B.C.). These 
tables were excavated nearly fifty 
years ago by an American archaeolog- 
ical expedition in Mesopotamia and 
brought to this country, but escaped 
notice until catalogued by Dr, Steele 
and reported in the American Journal 
of Archaeology for April-June, 1947. 

The tablets are significant in showing 
that recorded law codes existed before 
the time of Hammurabi. They also form 
a part of the evidence that shows that 
the critical charges concerning the sup- 
posed lateness of Mosaic law are not sup- 
ported by archaeological discovery. The 
critical school has held in the past that 
the advanced laws recorded by Moses 
are too advanced for his period and 
must be assigned to a much later date. 
This Lipit-Ishtar Code, as well as the 
Code of Hammurabi and many other 
discoveries, shows that advanced laws 
existed in early times.7 

Dr. Steele is not only a recognized As- 
syriologist, but has also been active in 
Christian work. He was an Inter-Var- 
sity Christian Fellowship representative 
for a year, until he was added to the 
staff of the archaeology museum of the 
University of Pennsylvania. 

WHEATON, ILL. 


? For a discussion of the relation of the Code 
of Hammurabi to the Bible, see “The Code of 
Hammurabi,”’ in ‘“‘Notes on Open Letters,’’ The 
Sunday School Times, November 11, 1944, 


ue 


Praying Against Communism 
(Continued from second page) 


League and is issued monthly in the in- 
terest of a world-wide revival in the 
body of Christ. The most recent num- 
ber is on “Streams of Blessing in the 
Home,” and has to do with “Parental 
Piety,” “Grace at Meals,” and “The 
Blessings of Family Worship.” It also 
contains this announcement: 

“The next issue of Streams of Blessing 
is about ready for the press. It will 


feature streams of blessing possible for 
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the Nation. The dark and ominous 
clouds of Communism, now covering 
much of the European and Oriental 
spheres, are rising over our own land 
as well. The peril is more deadly than 
most Christians realize. You will want 
to read what the Director reports on this 
menace, and you will want your Chris- 
tian friends to have this material, too, 
We want to make this available to the 
largest possible number of praying peo- 


ple, for we shall soon provide them with. 


a calendar of prayer against the rise 
and spread of this new and terrible 
form of Atheism. Bearing in mind that 
the League is not commercial, and works 
only from the provision God providen- 
tially sends in for its ministry, may we 
request your partnership in prayer for 
full provision for making this awaken- 
ing literature“available to tens of thou- 
sands of God’s people? Dr. Wadsworth’s 
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‘Prayer Suggestions canines Communion 
were suggested at a meeting of college 
students gathered for prayer at Wheaton 
College.: And his preparation of this 
material at their special request will 
soon be available to all who desire the 
new bulletin.” 

One of the best ways to stimulate 
prayer on this subject among Christians 
in churches, Bible institutes, summer 
conferences, and Sunday schools would 
be to write to the Great Commission 
Prayer League, 808 N. La Salle St., Chi- 
cago 10, asking for copies of the next 
issue of Streams of Blessing for distri- 
bution. It should be kept in mind that 
the League is supported entirely by the 
voluntary contributions of God’s people, 
and many will doubtless be glad to share 
in the expenses of printing and mailing 
the leaflet and in the support of the 
League, 


Reading the Word With His Tongue , 


How God has undertaken for a child of His, without sight*and without hands 


ITHOUT hands and. without eyes, 

and at eighty-two years of age, 
William McPherson continually reads 
his Bible, meditates on its precious 
truths, and rejoices in the Lord. 

Sixty-five years ago, when William 
McPherson was a young man, vigorous 
and healthy, he came to this country 
from Scotland. He was an expert quarry- 
man, being particularly skillful in 
handling explosives One day, while 
working in a rock quarry near Ft. Col- 
lins, Colo., he was called to place a 
charge of dynamite in a newly made hole 
that had been drilled by a fellow work- 
man. Evidently the workman gave him 
the wrong information as to the time 
which had elapsed since he had drilled 
the hole. Mr. McPherson placed his 
charge of the explosive in the hole, but 
the heat which remained there from 
the drilling caused the dynamite cap 
to explode prematurely. The tremen- 
dous explosion of rock tore off his hands 
and terribly disfigured his face. His 
eyes were destroyed, and the bones of 
his face broken in many places. 

Mr. McPherson had belonged to the 
Lord for nearly twenty years, but he 
was not living in fellowship with Him. 
He felt that the accident was God’s call 
for a closer walk and sweet fellowship. 
He looked to the Great Physician, who 
graciously led him to a skillful surgeon 
by whose aid recovery was made. The 
bones were set in the face until the 
scars Ooniy enhanced the loveliness of a 
face that revealed the love of God. 

His disability was vf such a nature 
that, of course, he could do nothing for 


himself. He could not see anything and . 


could not handle anything. He was 
wholly dependent upon friends for every 
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action in life. He could walk and he 
could talk, but that was all. Everything 
else must be done for him, . 

He loved the Bible, but was unable 
to read it. He could not even hold the 
Book and turn the pages, for he had no 
hands. He prayed about it, and was led 
to try to read Braille with his lips. 
However, because of the scars the feel- 
ing was gone, and he could not distin- 
guish the dots. The dots were so sharp 
that they cuf the flesh and caused great 
discomfort. He prayed more earnestly 
for deliverance, for he did love God’s 
Word and yearned for some diversion 
from just sitting all day in utter dark- 
ness. 

One day, while he was trying to read 
with his lips, he touched the dots with 
his tongue. He found that he could feel 
them but could not distinguish them. A 
friend suggested that he try the Moon 
System of dashes. He found that he 
could distinguish the lines easily, but 
this unusual use.made his tongue. very 
sore. It became raw. However, having 
found that he could distinguish the let- 
ters of the alphabet, he prayed for grace 
and help from Heaven to continue learn- 
ing. His tongue soon healed and he was 
able, before long, to read the Gospel of 
John, 

Friends purchased for him the entire 
Bible in the Moon type, and had made 
for him an adjustable easel on which the 
book was placed and by means, of which 
he could keep the lines level with his 
mouth. Now, at any time of day or 
night, he is able to read quickly and 
easily God’s precious truth and to tell 
the, story of God’s wonderful Saviour 
to those who visit him in his home. 


(Continued on page 695) 
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Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Aunt Mary 


Questions for answer, and other commu- 
nications, may be addressed to Aunt Mary, 
The Sunday School Times, 325 N. 13th St., 
Philadelphia 5. No names or addresses 
will be published in The Sunday School 
Times; and if questions are too personal 
for an answer in these columns, Aunt Mary 
will be glad to reply individually if pos- 
sible, if return postage is enclosed. 





Dear Aunt Mary: I was very glad 
to see that there was going to be a 
column in the Trmes such as yours, 
We do need advice about our girls, 


We. are Christian parents, and have 
two girls, thirteen and eight. Our 
thirteen-year-old girl is five feet five 
inches and weighs 130 pounds, so she 
thinks she is quite grown up. Here 
is Our problem. Is,it advisable for 
Christian parents to fet their children 
go to the circus? Is it advisable for 
them to go to skating rinks? We want 
them to have entertainment, but how 
shall we give it-to them? 

Y DEAR FRIEND:, Thank you for 

your encouraging letter, welcoming 
my column to THe SunpAy ScHooL TIMEs, 
In past years Mother Ruth’s answers 
to auestions were helpful to many, and 
interesting to all readers: It was a great 
toss to the Times and its subscribers 
when she was taken Home, and it is an 
honor to be called to take up this min- 
istry of hers, If her wise and loving 
counsel was needed then, how much 
more now! So “Aunt Mary” invites 
those with personal problems in the 
Christian life to write in, assured of 
sympathy and prayerful consideration 
here, 


Taking up your first question: “Is it 





advisable for Christian parents to let, 


their children go to the circus?” I would 
say that while there may be nothing 
really wicked about the circus, yet it is 
definitely a worldly amusement, there- 
fore undesirable for the children — of 
Christian parents. In Galatians 1:4 we 
are told that Christ “gave himself for 
our sirs that he might deliver us from 
this present evil world.” Then in 1 John 
2:15 is the command, “Love not the 
world, neither the things that are in the 
world.” The nineteenth verse of the fifth 
chapter gives the reason, “And we know 
that we are of God, and the whole world 
lieth in wickedness.” 

In answef to your question as to how 
to entertain your children in an un- 
worldly way, I would suggest the follow- 
ing: Since the circuses travel mostly in 
summer, and advertise their arrival date 
some time before they reach each town, 
you can be prepared beforehand, Quietly 
plan to have that promised trip to the 
big city where there are parks con- 
taining wild animals; include the two 
days that the circus is in your vicinity. 
Then your children can enjoy the only 
good thing a circus can offer (a glimpse 
of wild animals), without the objection- 
able features, for young and old find 


(Continued on page 695) 
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LESSON 8. AUGUST 22. DORCAS, A WOMAN OF GOOD WORKS 
Acts 9: 36-42; Matthew 25:31-46 (In this order); printed text, Acts 9: 36-42 ‘ 
Golden Text.—As ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done unto me.—Matt. 25:40 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Acts 9:36 Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple named 
Tabitha, which by interpretation is called Dorcas: 
was full of good works and almsdeeds which she did. ' 

37 And it came to pass in those days, that she was sick, and 
died: whom when they had washed, they laid her in an upper 


* chamber. 


38 And forasmuch as Lydda was nigh to Joppa, and the disciples 
had heard that Peter was there, they sent unto him two men, 
desiring him that he would not delay to come tp them. 


39 Then Peter arose and went with them. 
they brought him into the upper chamber: 


The Lesson as a Whole ¢ 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 
Approach to the Lesson 
HE simple narrative of the womanly 
ministry of Dorcas has been an in- 
spiration to untold thousands of 
Christian women throughout the cen- 
turies. We never read of her appearing 
on the public platform. It is even doubt- 
ful if she ever participated in or pre- 
sided over a women’s guilf or any other 
similar organization. But she manifested 
the reality of her profession by her con- 
cern for the poor and needy, for whom 
her deft fingers made coats and other 
garments. Every Dorcas saciety in the 
whole world is a tribute to her practical 
Christianity and a.memorial to this 
woman who was so rich in good works, 
Her example has been followed by many 
other godly women, who have learned 
from the testimony given concerning her 
that true piety is not merely a matter of 
churchgoing and participating in public 
services, but that it is evidenced in car- 
ing for the needy and relieving distress 
wherever found. How many homes have 
been ‘brightened by the heipful gifts of 
clothing and other useful things provided 
by the women’s societies of our churches! 
Many a tired, anxious missionary mother 
has had her life brightened and her bur- 
dens lightened upon receiving supplies 
for the comfort of herself and her house- 
hold, sent by some modern Dorcas group! 
Many a perplexed pastor’s wife, trying 
to keep up appearances on a very lim- 
ited income, has been blessed in the 
same way. It is well to remember the 
words of our Lord, “Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me.” 


The Historical Setting 


The incident on which this lesson is 
based occurred some eight to ten years 
after the founding of the Church at Pen- 
tecost. Peter was still the outstanding 
leader of the apostles. Saul of Tarsus 
had but recently experienced his re- 


stood by him weeping, and shewing the coats and garments which 


this woman 


Dorcas made, while she was with them. 


40 But Peter put them all forth, and kneeled down, and prayed; 
and turning him to the body said, Tabitha, arise. 
her eyes: and when she saw Peter, she sat up. 


41 And he gave her his hand, and lifted her up, and when he 


And she opened 


had called the saints and widows, presented her alive. 


in the Lord. 


When he was come, 
and all the widows 


markable conversion. Dorcas lived in 
Joppa, where there was already quite an 
assembly of those who confessed Jesus 
as Lord. The Holy Spirit was working 
in great power, and used Peter to bring 
this good woman back to life after her 
untimely demise. Joppa is on the shore 
of the Mediterranean and was at that 
time, and for centuries after, the chief 
seaport of Palestine. It was there Peter 
had his vision of grace going out to the 
Gentile world. From this city, Jonah 
set sail years before on his ill-fated 
voyage. 


Verse by Verse 


Acts 9:36.—“‘A certain disciple named 
Tabitha ... called Dorcas . , . full of 
good works and almsdeeds which she 
did.” This woman’s name in both lan- 
guages, Aramaic and Greek, means doe, 
or roe, the female of the deer family. She 
was distinguished for her practical Chris- 
tianity, being rich toward God because 
of her charity and bénevolence toward 
the needy. In her, faith was manifested 
by good works, which is ever the Scrip- 
tural order. 


Verse 37.—“She was sick, and died.” 
Death put an end to all her gracious 
activities, and her sorrowing friends pre- 
pared the body for burial and “laid her 
in an upper chamber;” until the time 
for laying it away in the tomb. 


Verse 38.—“Lydda was nigh to Joppa 
... Peter was there, they sent unto him 
... to come to them.” There seems no 
evidence that they expected any miracu- 
lous intervention, but just as we today 
arrange for some loved and respected 
minister to be with us at such a time 
to comfort and to pray, so these sorrow- 
ing ones sent for Peter, glad that he was 
so near at hand. 

Verse 39.—“When he was come... 
the widows stood by him weeping, and 
shewing the coats and garments which 
Dorcas made.” It was a most affecting 
sight and must have moved Peter’s heart 
greatly. Those garments told of the 
kindly interest this devoted woman had 


42 And it was known throughout all Joppa; and many believed 
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taken in the poor and needy. Hers was, 
indeed, that “pure religion and unde- 
filed” of which James writes (Jas. 1:27). 
“Faith wrought with [her] works, and 
by works was faith made perfect” (Jas. 
2:22). Saved by grace apart fram works, 
she was created in Christ Jesus unto 
good works, in which God has ordained 
that all believers should walk (Eph. 2: 
10). 


Verse 40.—“Peter put them all forth, 
and kneeled down, and prayed.” Alone 
with God and with the dead body of 
Dorcas before him, the apostle poured 
out his heart to God, and, as the assur. 
ance came that it was the divine will to 
raise her up, he commanded saying, 
“Tabitha, drise.” Instantly the eyes of 
the dead were opened. She beheld Peter, 
and sat up. He who is the God of resur- 
rection had heard the heart cries of the 
bereaved and given her back to then? 
to be a means of further blessing and 
consolation. 


Verse 41.—“He gave her his hand, and 
lifted her up, and . , . presented her 
alive.” One can imagine the gladness 
that filled the hearts of the widows and 
other friends as they saw their benefac- 
tor actually alive again. They realized 
that God had wrought marvelously 
among them, 


Verse 42.—“It was known throughout 
all Joppa.” Like the circumstance con- 
nected with the death and resurrection 
of our Lord, “this thing was not done in 
a corner” (Acts 26:26). Many who knew 
that Dorcas had been dead now saw her 
as brought back to life. The effect of 
the .great miracle was that “many be- 
lieved in the Lord.” 


The Heart of the Lesson 


We cannot emphasize too much the 
importance of good works in connection 
with Christian life and testimony. Just 
as truly as Scripture insists that salva- 
tion is “not of works, lest any man 
should boast” (Eph. 2:8, 9), it also 
stresses the obligatiofi of all who are 
thus. saved by pure grace to be fruitful 
in good works, that thereby they may 
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honor the One who has redeemed them 
by His blood and justified them freely 
through the work He accomplished on 
Calvary. If one Scripture tells us that 
“this is a faithful saying ... that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sin- 
ners” (1 Tim. 1:15), another says, “This 
is a faithful saying, and ...I1 will that 
thou affirm constantly, that they which 
have believed in God be careful to main- 
tain good works” (Titus 3:8). Dorcas 
showed by her good works the reality of 
the faith she professed and thus shines 
forth as an example to all Christians 
to manifest the love of Christ by con- 
sideration for those requiring a helping 
hand. 


Lesson Outline 


1 A devoted Christian worker (Acts 9: 
36) 

2. Sickness and death (v, 37) 

3. The coming of Peter (vs. 38, 39) 

4. The prayer of faith answered (vs, 40- 
42)" 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The Social Gospel. This term is used 
frequently today in a way that belittles 
the Gospel of the grace of God in the 
satvation of the individual soul. We are 
told by many that our mission is not to 
save souls for Heaven after death, but 
to minister to the needy in this world, 
thus alleviating the wretchedness in 
which many live, and so exemplifying 
the Spirit of Christ. It has been charged 
that the church has been more con- 
cerned about saving souls than comfort- 
ing distressed people here on earth. But 
the faet is, the true church has ever rec- 
ognized the importance of giving aid to 
those in need, but not as a substitute for 
the Gospel of the grace of God. We 
should remember that nearly every 
movement for the betterment of the lot 
of mankind sprang up as a by-product 
of Christianity. So far as the records go, 
there was never a hospital or a lepro- 
sarium in the world until after Jesus 
came. There were no orphan homes 
until the love of Christ moved human 
hearts. There were no sanitariums or 
asylums to care for mental defectives 
until Christianity spread through the 
world. Because of the love of Christ, 
the hungry have been fed, the naked 
clothed, the sick cared for, and innu- 
merable evils corrected. The outstanding 
advocates of human lhberty were Chris- 
tian men and women, and wherever the 
Gospel has gone there have followed in 
its train the abolishment of slavery, 
cruelty to women and children and in- 
difference to the cry of the poor. The 
spirit of Dorcas is the spirit of Christ. 


Summaries and Applications 

Jesus said, “Ye have the poor with you 
always, and whensoever ye will ye may 
do them good” To minister to the 
needy in Christ’s name is to be assu.<d 
of His approval. 

In the Old Testament there are many 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
7. August 15.—Andrew, the Man Who 
Brought Others. Matthew 4:18; 
Mark 1:16-21, 29; 3:18;_ 13:3-7; 
Luke 6:14; John 1:37-43; 6:8, 9; 


12:20-22; Acts 1:12-14 


Next Week’s Lesson 


9. August 29.—Ananias, 
Damascus 


Disciple at 
Acts 9:1-22 








admonitions to care for the poor and 
promises of blessing for those who obey, 
while there are solemn warnings of ret- 
ribution in kind which will come to 
those who are indifferent to the cries of 
the poverty-stricken. ‘ 

To feed the hungry and to clothe the 
naked is to manifest the grace of God to 
those whovare in need of such ministra- 
tidns. 

What we spend on self soon vanishes 
away, but that which we lavish upon 
others abides ‘and is sent on ahead as 
treasure in Heaven. By good works we 
are enabled to let our light shine before 
men. 

CHICAGO, ye 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


By Pastor J. C. Macaulay 
Wheaton Bible Church, Wheaton, Ill. 


HERE do good works ,appear in the 
salvation picture? 


2. Of what teaching as to the ¥ela- 
tion of faith and works is Dorcas a good 
example? 

3. What constitutes a true Dorcas society? 

4. When is a Dorcas society not a Dorcas 
society? 

5. Did Peter go to Joppa by the leading 
of the Holy Spirit or by the request of 
men? 

6 By what other means did 
Spirit lead Peter in those days? 


7. How many raisings from the dead are 
recorded in the New Testament? 

8 Of what incident in the ministry of 
Jesus is this reminiscent? 

9. How can you explain these works so 
similar to those of Jesus Himself? 

10. Why do we not see such works today? 


(Answers on page 692) 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our lov- 
ing Father, whose heart of mercy ever 
yearns over the needy, the sorrowing, 
and the lost, we rejoice in all Thou hast 
done to meet our need as dependent crea- 
tures, and still more in-the gift of a Sav- 
iour who meets our need as perishing sin- 
ners. As those who have freely received 
may we freely give and be channels of 
Thy love to others. Through this week 
guide us into all the good Thou wouldst 
have us do, Help us to overcome tempta- 
tion, make us keenly devoted to Christ 
and wise in winning others to Him. In 
this hour make the words of each mouth 
and the meditation of each heart accept- 
able before Thee. Bless our rulers with 
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wisdom to know -and courage to do the 
right. Defeat the constant endeavor of 
Satan to hinder Thy Gospel, and bring 
Thy truth today with power to many 
hearts. So may sinners be converted 
and Thine own people made strong to 
serve Thee. Let human. neéd all over 
the world be met with the Christlike 
love that will clothe the naked, feed the 
hungry, comfort the sad, and guide stray- 
ing feet to Thee. Forgive all our sin 
and failure, Lord, and lift us to higher 
levels of Christian life and service, for 
our Saviour’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Heart-moving letters 
full of thanks are coming from Europe 
these days from people who have had 
gifts of food and clothing from North 
America. A’ widow in Germany wrote: 
“I was in great despair when your parcel 
arrived. You will never know what tre- 
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mendous joy you have given me and my 
children.” Yes, there are still widows 
and. children, oh, so many of them, who 
need help such as Dorcas gave. One who 
received a parcel of things they had 
gone without for years wrote: “It was 
as if an angel from Heaven had come 
down to help us in all our misery.” . But 
it was not an angel from Heaven, but a 
Christian on earth who was behind that 
gladdening gift to someone in great need. 
You see, though God could use angels 
from Heaven, He prefers to let His 
people on earth be bearers of His help 
to the needy. 


From the very beginning of the Chris- 
tian church, care for others in need has 
been a mark of Christ’s people. Dorcas 
and her needlework brought joy to many 
a needy family in Joppa, And it was a 
heart of Christlike love that. moved 
those busy fingers. When the Lord Jesus 
lives in us, He will move us to:such acts 
of kindness, too. When did we last 
think of the hungry, the naked, and the 
homeless, and do something for them? 
How wonderful that our Lord takes 
what we do for them as being done to 


Him. “Inasmuch as ye have done it 
unto one of the least of these ... ,” He 
says, “ye have done it unto me.” Let us 


not fail them, and, failing them, fail 
Him; but, rather, let us serve them, and, 
serving them, serve Him. 

VANCOUVER, B. C., Can, 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Lesson for August 22 


The Busy Men’s Comer 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Now there was at Joppa a certain 
disciple . . . called Dorcas: this woman 
was full of good works and almsdeeds” 
(Acts 9:36).—The significance of Dorcas 
is “antelope” or “gazelle.” “Her name 
stands in the Word,” says Malachi Tay- 
lor, “as the symbol of Naphtali (Gen. 
49:21) the giver of goodly words; then 
as panting after the water brooks,, seek- 
ing everything in God (Psa. 42:1); and 
as nimble of foot (2 Sam. 2:18); and so, 
leaping (Isa. 35:6); expressive too of 
tender love (Prov. 5:19); of beauty of 
form (Song of Sol, 2:9); and as fruitful 
through the voice of Jehovah (Psa, 29: 
a." 

Speaking dispensationally, that is what 
Israel should have been before all the 
nations, but Israel died. Now it remains 
for the Church to present that gazelle 
picture to the world. The Church being 
made up of individuals, it rests with’ 
each Christian to be a gazelle for the 
Lord. : 

Luke, the beloved physician, seems to 
like to look at the gauge or meter and 
tell us exactly what it reads, so to speak. 
When he applied it to Stephen, it regis- 
tered “full of faith and power” (chap. 
6:8); in the case of Elymas it was “full 
of all subtilty” (chap. 13:10); and the 
Ephesians were “full of wrath” (chap. 
19:28); but Dercas was “full of good 
works Gna almsdeeds”! 

Salvation is “not of works” (Eph. 
2:9), but all saved persons should be 
“zealous of good works” (Titus 2:14), 
and “be careful to maintaim good works” 
(chap, 3:8). The Lord places emphasis 
on faith. “Without faith it is impossible 
to please him” (Heb. 11:6). ‘“Whatso- 
ever is not of faith is sin” (Rom, 14:23). 
But the world places very little, if any, 
credence in a believer’s confession of 
faith—all the emphasis is on works; 
hence the best way to show our faith is 
by our works (Jas, 2:18). 

In “Up From Slavery,” Booker T. 
Washington reveals the impression made 
upon him by Miss Mary F. Mackie, prin- 
cipal at Hampton Institute. She asked 
the Negro youth to come to the school 
a couple of weeks before its opening to 
assist her im cleaning it and putting 
things in order for the new school year. 
He says: 

“During these two weeks I was taught 
a lesson which I shall never forget. 
Miss Mackie was a member of one of the 
oldest and most cultured families of the 
North, and yet for two weeks worked by 
my side cleaning windows, dusting 
rooms, putting beds in order, and so 
forth. . She felt that things would ‘not 
be in condition for the opening of school 
unless every window pane was perfectly 
clean, and she took the greatest satisfac- 
tion in helping to clean them herself. 
The work which I have described she 
did every year that I was at Hampton. 
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It was hard for me to understand at 
that time how @ woman of her education 
and social standing could take such a 
delight in performing such service in 
order to assist in the elevation of an 
unfortunate race. Ever since then I have 
had no patience with any school for my 
race in the South which did not teach 
its students the dignity of labor.” 

Everything which a believer does, re- 
gardiess of how noble or menial, is dig- 
nified by the knowledge that he is doing 
it unto the Lord! ‘“Whatsoever ye do, 
do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not 
unto men; knowing that of the Lord ye 
shall receive the reward of the inherit- 
ance: for ye serve the Lord Christ” 
(Col, 3:23, 24). 

“And it came to pass in those days, 
that she was sick, and died” (Acts 9:37). 
—What a2 rebuke these words should be 
—and are—to those who advocate the 
nonexistence of sickness and death. The 
Holy Spirit never uses words deceitfully. 
Here He definitely says, “She was sick, 
and died.” And certainly the physician 
whom the Spirit inspired to write this 
incident knew sickness and death when 
he saw them, 

The fact that otherwise intelligent 
people can dogmatically state: “There 
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is no sickness and death,” despite the 
existence of hospitals, doctors, nurses, 
morgues, undertakers, and cemeteries, is 
a revelation of how simple a matter it 
is going to be to make people believe the 
lie mentioned in 2 Thessalonians 2! 


“But Peter put them all forth, and 
kneeled down, and prayed; and turning 
him to the body said, Tabitha, crise. 
And she opened her eyes: and wher she 
saw Peter, she sat up” (Acts 9:40).— 
Peter had been with the Lord on an 
occasion when He put all the people out 
of a death chamber (Luke 8:54). Here 
he follows the Lord’s example. But no- 
where is it recorded that the Lord Jesus 
ever knelt in the performance of a mir- 
acle, for He was very God as well as 
may. It was proper for Peter to knecl 
and seek the Lord’s will in the matter. 
It was the Lord’s mighty power which 
raised the dead body to life again! Tha! 
same power shall raise “all that are in 
the graves” in due time and order (Joh : 
5:28, 29). 

Can it not be said of her, She “bein: 
dead yet speaketh” in all the Dorcas 
societies throughout the world today? 

When John Bunyan describes Merc: 
in “Pilgrim’s Progress” he says: “He 
mind was to be always busying of her 
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honor the One who has redeemed them 
by His blood and justified them freely 
through the work He accomplished on 
Calvary. If one Scripture tells us that 
“this is a faithful saying .. . that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sip- 
ners” (1 Tim. 1:15), another says, “This 
is a faithful saying, and ...I1 will that 
thou affirm constantly, that they which 
have believed in God be careful to main- 
tain good works” (Titus 3:8). Dorcas 
showed by her good works the reality of 
the faith she professed and thus shines 
forth as an example to ali Christians 
to manifest the love of Christ by con- 
sideration for those requiring a helping 
hand. 


Lesson Outline 


1 A devoted Christian worker (Acts 9: 
36) 

2. Sickness and death (v, 37) 

3. The coming of Peter (vs. 38, 39) 

4. The prayer of faith answered (vs, 40- 
42)" 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The Social Gospel. This term is used 
frequently today in a way that belittles 
the Gospel of the grace of God in the 
satvation of the individual soul. We are 
told by many that our mission is not to 
save souls for Heaven after death, but 
to minister to the needy in this world, 
thus alleviating the wretchedness ° in 
which many live, and so exemplifying 
the Spirit of Christ. It has been charged 
that the church has been more con- 
cerned about saving souls than comfort- 
ing distressed people here on earth. But 
the faet is, the true church has ever rec- 
ognized the importance of giving aid to 
those in need, but not as a substitute for 
the Gospel of the grace of God. We 
should remember that nearly every 
movement for the betterment of the lot 
of mankind sprang up as a by-product 
of Christianity. So far as the records go, 
there was never a hospital or a lepro- 
sarium in the world until after Jesus 
came. There were no orphan homes 
until the love of Christ: moved human 
hearts. There were no sanitariums or 
asylums to care for mental defectives 
until Christianity spread through the 
world. Because of the love of Christ, 
the hungry have been fed, the naked 
clothed, the sick cared for, and innu- 
merable evils corrected. The outstanding 
advocates of human hberty were Chris- 
tian men and women, and wherever the 
Gospel has gone there have followed in 
its train the abolishment of slavery, 
cruelty to women and children and in- 
difference to the cry of the poor. The 
spirit of Dorcas is the spirit of Christ. 


Summaries and Applications 

Jesus said, “Ye have the poor with you 
always, and whensoever ye will ye may 
do them good” To minister to the 
needy in Christ’s name is to be assu.<d 
of His approval. 

In the Old Testament there are many 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
7. August 15.—Andrew, the Man Who 








Brought Others. Matthew 4:18; 

Mark 1:16-21, 29; 3:18;_ 13:3-7; 
Luke 6:14; John 1:37-43; 6:8, 9; } 
° 12:20-22; Acts 1:12-14 

Next Week’s Lesson 

9. August 29.—Ananias, Disciple at 
Damascus Acts 9:1-22 
admonitions to care for the poor and 


promises of blessing for those who obey, 
while there are solemn warnings of ret- 
ribution in kind which will come to 
those who are indifferent to the cries of 
the poverty-stricken. ‘ 

To feed the hungry and to clothe the 
naked is to manifest the grace of God to 
those who:are in need of such ministra- 
tidns. 

What we spend on self soon vanishes 
away, but that which we lavish upon 
others abides ‘and is sent on ahead as 
treasure in Heaven. By good works we 
are enabled to let our light shine before 
men. 

CHICAGO, 


we 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


By Pastor J. C. Macaulay 
Wheaton Bible Church, Wheaton, Ill. 


HERE do good works appear in the 
salvation picture? 


2. Of what teaching as to the Yela- 
tion of faith and works is Dorcas a good 
example? 

3. What constitutes a true Dorcas society? 

4. When is a Dorcas society not a Dorcas 
society? 

5. Did Peter go to Joppa by the leading 


of the Holy Spirit or by the request of 
men? 
6 By what other means did the Holy 


Spirit lead Peter in those days? 


7. How many raisings from the dead are 
recorded in the New Testament? 


8 Of what incident in the ministry of 
Jesus is this reminiscent? 
9. How can you explain these works so 
similar to those of Jesus Himself? 
10. Why do we not see such works today? 
(Answers on page 692) 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our lov- 
ing Father, whose heart of mercy ever 
yearns over the needy, the sorrowing, 
and the lost, we rejoice in all Thou hast 
done to meet our need as dependent crea- 
tures, and still more inthe gift of a Sav- 
iour who meets our need as perishing sin- 
ners. As those who have freely received 
may we freely give and be channels of 
Thy love to others. Through this week 
guide us into all the good Thou wouldst 
have us do. Help us to overcome tempta- 
tion, make us keenly devoted to Christ 
and wise in winning others to Him. In 
this hour make the words of each mouth 
and the meditation of each heart accept- 
able before Thee. Bless our rulers with 
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wisdom to know and courage to do the 
right. Defeat the constant endeavor of 
Satan to hinder Thy Gospel, and bring 
Thy truth today with power to many 
hearts. So.may sinners be converted 
and Thine own peoplé made strong to 
serve Thee. Let human. neéd all over 
the world be met with the Christlike 
love that will clothe the naked, feed the 
hungry, comfort the sad, and guide stray- 
ing feet to. Thee. Forgive all our sin 
and failure, Lord, and lift us to higher 
levels of Christian life and service, for 
our Saviour’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Heart-moving letters 
full of thanks are coming from Europe 
these days from pecple who have had 
gifts of food and clothing from North 
America. A widow in Germany wrote: 
“IT was in great despair when your parcel 
amrived. You will never know what tre- 
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mendous joy you have given me and my 
children.” Yes, there are still widows 
and children, oh, so many of them, who 
need help such as Dorcas gave.. One who 
received a parcel of things they had 
gone without for years wrote: “It was 
as if an angel from Heaven had come 
down to help us in all our misery.” . But 
it was not an angel from Heaven, but a 
Christian on earth who was behind that 
gladdening gift to someone in great need. 
You see, though God could use angels 
from Heaven, He prefers to let His 
people on earth be bearers of His help 
to the needy. 


From the very beginning of the Chris- 
tian church, care for others in need has 
been a mark of Christ’s people. Dorcas 
and her needlework brought joy to many 
a needy family in Joppa, And it was a 
heart of Christlike love that. moved 
those busy fingers. When the Lord Jesus 
lives in us, He will move us to:such acts 
of kindness, too. When did we last 
think of the hungry, the naked, and the 
homeless, and do something for them? 
How wonderful that our ‘Lord takes 
what we do for them as being done to 
Him. “Inasmuch as ye have done it 
unto one of the least of these ... ,” He 
says, “ye have done it unto me.” Let us 
not fail them, and, failing them, fail 
Him; but, rather, let us serve them, and, 
serving them, serve Him, 

VANCOUVER, B. C., Can, 


wg 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Lesson for August 22 


The Busy Men’s Comer 
By Tom M, Olson 


“Now there was at Joppa a certain 
disciple . . . called Dorcas: this woman 
was full of good works and almsdeeds” 
(Acts 9:36).—The significance of Dorcas 
is “antelope” or “gazelle.” “Her name 
stands in the Word,” says Malachi Tay- 
lor, “as the symbol of Naphtali (Gen. 
49:21) the giver of goodly words; then 
as panting after the water brooks,, seek- 
ing everything in God (Psa. 42:1); and 
as nimble of foot (2 Sam. 2:18); and so, 
leaping (Isa. 35:6); expressive too of 
tender love (Prov. 5:19); of beauty of 
form (Song of Sol, 2:9); and as fruitful 
through the voice of Jehovah (Psa. 29: 
9).” 

Speaking dispensationally, that is what 
Israel should have been before all the 
nations, but Israel died. Now it remains 
for the Church to present that gazelle 
picture to the world. The Church being 
made up of individuals, it rests with’ 
each Christian to be a gazelle for the 
Lord. 

Luke, the beloved physician, seems to 
like to look at the gauge or meter and 
tell us exactly what it reads, so to speak. 
When he applied it to Stephen, it regis- 
tered “full of faith and power” (chap. 
6:8); in the case of Elymas it was “full 
of all subtilty” (chap. 13:10); and the 
Ephesians were “full of wrath” (chap. 
19:28); but Dercas was “full of good 
works Gna almsdeeds”! 

Salvation is “not of works” (Eph. 
2:9), but all saved persons should be 
“zealous of good works” (Titus 2:14), 
and “be careful to maintain good works” 
(chap. 3:8). The Lord places emphasis 
on faith. “Without faith it is impossible 
to please him” (Heb. 11:6). ‘“Whatso- 
ever is not of faith is sin” (Rom. 14:23), 
But the world places very little, if any, 
credence in a believer's confession of 
faith—all the emphasis is on works; 
hence the best way to show our faith is 
by our works (Jas. 2:18). 

In “Up From Slavery,” Booker T. 
Washington reveals the impression made 
upon him by Miss Mary F. Mackie, prin- 
cipal at Hampton Institute. She asked 
the Negro youth to come to the school 
a couple of weeks before its opening to 
assist her im cleaning it and putting 
things in order for the new school year, 
He says: 

“During these two weeks I was taught 
a lesson which I shall never forget. 
Miss Mackie was a member of one of the 
oldest and most cultured families of the 
North, and yet for two weeks worked by 
my side cleaning windows, dusting 
rooms, putting beds in order, and so 
forth. .She felt that things would ‘not 
be in condition for the opening of school 
unless every window pane was perfectly 
clean, and she took the greatest satisfac- 
tion in helping to clean them herself. 
The work which I have described she 
did every year that I was at Hampton. 
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It was hard for me to understand at 
that time how a woman of her education 
and social standing could take such a 
delight in performing such service in 
order to assist in the elevation of an 
unfortunate race. Ever since then I have 
had no patience with any school for my 
race in the South which did not teach 
its students the dignity of labor.” 

Everything which a believer does, re- 
gardiess of how noble or menial, is dig- 
nified by the knowledge that he is doing 
it unto the Lord! “Whatsoever ye do, 
do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not 
unto men; knowing that of the Lord ye 
shall receive the reward of the inherit- 
ance: for ye serve the Lord Christ” 
(Col, 3:23, 24). 


“And it came to pass in those days, 
that she was sick, and died” (Acts 9:37). 
—What 2 rebuke these words should be 
—and are—to those who advocate the 
nonexistence of sickness and death. The 
Holy Spirit never uses words deceitfully. 
Here He definitely says, “She was sick, 
and died.” And certainly the physician 
whom the Spirit inspired to write this 
incident knew sickness and death when 
he saw them, 

The fact that otherwise intelligent 
people can dogmatically state: “There 
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is no sickness and death,” despite the 
existence of hospitals, doctors, nurses, 
morgues, undertakers, and cemeteries, is 
a revelation of how simple a matter it 
is going to be to make people believe the 
lie mentioned in 2 Thessalonians 2! 


“But Peter put them all forth, and 
kneeled down, and prayed; and turning 
him to the body said, Tabitha, crise. 
And she opened her eyes: and when she 
saw Peter, she sat up” (Acts 9:40).— 
Peter had been with the Lord on an 
occasion when He put all the people out 
of a death chamber (Luke 8:54). Here 
he follows the Lord’s example. But no- 
where is it recorded that the Lord Jesus 
ever knelt in the performance of a mir- 
acle, for He was very God as well as 
man. It was proper for Peter to knecl 
and seek the Lord’s will in the matter. 
It was the Lord’s mighty power which 
raised the dead body to life again! That 
same power shall raise “all that are in 
the graves” in due time and order (Joh 
5:28, 29). 

Can it not be said of her, She “bein: 
dead yet speaketh” in all the Dorcas 
societies throughout the world today? 

When John Bunyan describes Merc: 
in “Pilgrim’s Progress” he says: “He 
mind was to be always busying of her 
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self in doing: she would be making of 
hose and garments for others and would 
bestow them upon those that had need.” 
Oh, that each believer’s life were filled 
with “good works and almsdeeds”! For 
the Lord will consider as done to Him- 
self whatever is done even to the least 
of those that are His! 


Gipsy Smith said\a woman wrote him 
saying: “I have a meeting I want you 
to come to speak to. It is only a small 
meeting and will take nothing out of 
you.” He answered: “I cannot come, 
and it would be of no use if I did come. 
If it takes nothing out of me, it will do 
nobody any good. It is only service 
that costs that is fruitful.” 

Wawona, CALIF, 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, any miracle requires 

supernatural power, but perhaps the 
greatest of all miracles is that by which 
the dead are restored to life. That is 
something that staggers, the imagination. 
Besides the resurrection of our Lord, 
there are seven such miracles recorded 
in the Bible. Three of them were per- 
formed by the Lord Jésus (Mark 5; 
Luke 7; John 11); one by Elijah (1 Kings 
17); one by Elisha (2 Kings 4); one by 
Paul (Acts 20); and this one’ by Peter, 
told in today’s lesson. Doubtless there 
were others (see Matt. 10:8; 11:5) but 
these are specifically recorded. ; 


Yet, in spite of the fact of this most 
sensational miracle act of Simon Peter, 
the life and character of a good,woman, 
told in two brief verses (Acts 9:36, 39) 
outshines, and today outlives it all. 
Yes, in the language of a thrill-loving 
world, “Dorcas stole the show.” The 
narrative does not concern itself with 
what might be considered important in 
the eyes of some: Who were her ante- 
cedents? Was she married or single? 
What kind of home did she have? (Or 
perhaps today: What social set did she 
move in? What kind of car did she drive? 
And, Did she have glamour?) No, the 
narrative simply states that she was 
kindly thoughtful of others, her neigh- 
bors and anybody that she knew of (or 
could find) who needed something which 
she could supply. Her days were filled 
with human kindness. She was the per- 
fect example of an extrovert, focusing 
upon the happiness of others. Last year 
I sent an account of Dorcas to the late 
Tom Breneman for his “Breakfast in 
Hollywood Good Neighbor Award” but 
I don’t think he used it. Perhaps he 
realized that she is now. where the flow- 
ers are so wonderful that an orchid 
would look cheap. 


What intrigues me about Dorcas is the 
amazing simplicity of human equipment 
necessary to the lifting of a life to a high 
devel of attainment. I am sure she did 
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not have a sewing machine. She made 
the coats and garments for those widows 
of the neighborhood with her hands and 
her needle. She must have worked late 


many nights; but all the time, in spite . 


of weariness, buoyed by the thought, 
“How glad Mrs. Levi will be to have this 
coat when I take it to her in the morn- 
ing!” Just Dorcas, some cloth, some 
thread, a needle, a candle, and a beating 
heart. No wonder those widows were 
weeping as they saw her laid out there, 


cold in death, her hands laid across her 


breast. 


Can you imagine the scene of astonish- 
ment and joy when Peter called the 
mourners into the room and presented 
their benefactress to them alive? “And 
it was known throughout all Joppa; 
[and here comes the crowning state- 
ment!] and many believed in the Lord.” 
Doreas never dreamed that the needle 
she held in her hands would, down 
through the centuries, become a syrfbol 
for hundreds (doubtless thousands) of 
“Dorcas societies” throughout, not “all 
Joppa,” but ail the world, whose sole 
purpose is to do neighborly kindnesses 
and minister to the needy. 

Fellows, you Scouts have a motto: “Do 
a good turn daily.” Take a frank look 
at. your “good turn.” How far does it 


extend—away from your own self-: 


interest? That is the test. If you were 
to draw a series of concentric circles on 
the blackboard, the small circle at the 
center could represent your family circle 
—a good turn for Mother, of course 
that’s easy; next circle, your friends, not 
so bad; next the neighbors, well you do 
get some “come back” there, perhaps; 
but the next is some needy folks you 
have heard about, but do not know — 
can you reach out that far? You may 
never hear anything from it. And, last, 
here’s a call from a foreign. land across 
the sea. This is for folks you never 
knew, will never see, will never hear 
from. If you can get that far with your 
“good turn” you afe really reaching out 
to where the Master stood—to where 
He stands now, as well as near by. Has 
your gratitude to Him, for what He did 
for you—has your love got punch 
enough in it to pierce through all the 
lines and do a “good turn” just for His 
sake? 


Auvcusta, Ga, we 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


Dorcas, A CHRISTIAN NEIGHBOR 


RATHER think the lady about whom 

we are to study this morning was 
what is commonly called an old maid. 
At any rate there is no mention of a 
husband or children in this story of her. 
But she certainly does not fit the typical 
picture of an old maid. Instead of sit- 
ting around mourning over her lonely 
state, she occupied her time with good 
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works. She seems to have known the 
real recipe for JOY. 

J-esus first 

O-thers next 

Y-ourself last. 


In 1 Timothy 2:9, 10, Christian women 
are told to be adorned with good works. 
The most noticeable thing about a Chris- 
tian girl or woman should not be her ap- 
pearance, but her good deeds. Dorcas 
is a good example of what a Christian 
woman ought to be. We learn five things 
about her from Acts 9:36: (1) She lived 
at Joppa. (2) She was a disciple, or 
follower, of Jesus. (3) Her name was 
Dorcas, which means “gazelle.” (Per- 
haps her parents named her Dorcas hop- 
ing that she would be graceful. We do 
not know whether she was graceful or 
not, but at least she was full of grace 
and that is far more important.) (4) 
She gave her time and strength freely. 
(She was “full” of good works.) (5) 
She gave her money freely. (“Alms- 
deeds” means giving to the poor.) 

Whom did the disciples send for? 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 





DORCAS, A WOMAN OF Gi 08 WORKS 
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Lesson for August 2 22 


Where was he? Joppa, now called Jaffa, 
is the seaport of Jerusalem. Lydda was 
about nine miles closer to Jerusalem. 
Most likely the two men sent to get 
Peter walked those nine miles, walking 
back again with Peter. In any case it 
was much more of a trip than nine miles 
would seem today. 

When Peter reached the room where 
the body of Dorcas lay, what was going 
on? .(v. 39.) 

A few months ago I went to the funeral 
of a wealthy man. He had lived in the 
community for about fifty years, and we 
supposed that there would be many at 
the funeral to pay him respect. There 
were only ten people, besides ourselves, 
at that service, and only one car followed 
the hearse and the car containing the 
mourners to the grave. No one but his 
wife and daughter seemed to mourn his 
loss. Why? Because he had lived only 
for himself and his family. 

What a contrast to Dorcas! 
“all” the widows were in the room 
mourning her death. This probably 
means all the widows in the church at 
Joppa. Who remembers Galatians 6:10? 
That was our Golden Text two weeks 
ago. “As we have therefore opportunity, 
let us do good unto all men.” Dorcas 
had done just that. What had she done? 
She had spent her-time and strength and 
money caring for the poor. 

I have a friend in Seattle who has 
made more than one thousand dresses 
for war orphans. She does beautiful 
work, and has been offered a good posi- 
tion designing and making children’s 
clothes for sale. But she says, “I have 
given my talent to the Lord, and feel 
that He wants me to use it in this way.” 
Dorcas must have been that kind of 
woman, 

Why did the church at Joppa send for 
Peter? Perhaps to conduct the funeral. 
Or perhaps they sent for him because of 
Matthew 10:8. Nothing but the power 
of God can raise the dead. However, 
the Lord did commission His apostles to 
“raise the dead.” He did not say that 
to any but the apostles. 

Peter asked everyone to leave the 
room so that he could be alone with God. 
Then he fell on his knees in prayer. 
The Lord Jesus could command the dead 
to rise because He is God. (What three 
people does the Bible tell us about, that 
the Lord Jesus called back from the 
grave when He was here on earth?) 
But Peter had no power in himself, Like 
Elijah and Elisha, he had to pray until 
God gave the power. (If there is time, 
Tabitha’s return to life may be com- 
pared with 1 Kings 17:19-23 and 2 Kings 
4:32-35). Then Peter said, “Tabitha, 
arise.” What happened? Think of the 
joy of all those weeping people! No 
funeral was necessary. Dorcas was re- 


Notice 


turned immediately to health - and 
strength: What was the result? (Acts 
9: 42.) 


In life Dorcas served the Lord and His 
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people. Her illness and death and re+ 
turn again to life brought many people 
to the Lord. Dorcas was truly a Chris- 
tian neighbor. When she was making 
coats and garments for the poor, she did 
not know that the Holy Spirit was mak- 
ing a record of her service in God’s eter- 
nal Word. 


What about you and me? Are wea 
blessing to our neighbors? Turn to 
Matthew 25:31-46. Let us read this pas- 
sage together. Do you see how impor- 
tant it is how we treat other people? 
It is not possible to love God and hate 
our brother at the same time (1 John 
4:20). What is our Golden Text for to- 
day? See how dear those widows were 
to the Lord! When Dorcas worked for 
them, the Lord said she was working for 
Him. Those who truly love the Lord do 
things for Him gladly. But some of His 
people may not seem especially attrac- 
tive, and we are not moved to help them. 
If we remember that the Lord will count 
everything we do for them as if done 
for Him, it will make us eager to serve 
them. 


In our Sunday school we have some 
women who are examples of Christian 
neighbors. Last week Mrs. K— invited 
a family to her home because the mother 
is ill. She is constantly doing things like 
that. Mrs. G— has been sending package 
after package overseas. She even sent 
her own sweater because she has a coat, 
and some of the women over there have 
nothing for cold weather at all. 

What can we girls do for the Lord? 
What talents have we? How can we be 
a” blessing to our neighbors? Remember 
there are “good works which God hath 
before ordained that we should walk in 
them” (Eph. 2:10). Let us. pray daily 
that we may find and do them, for 
Christ’s sake. How eagerly we will 
watch for opportunities to “do good unto 
all” if we remember that some day the 
Lord will say, “As ye have done it unto 
one of the least of these my brethren, 
ye have done it unto me.” 

FERNDALE, WASH, 


v2 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


Dorcas, a Good Neighbor (Acts 9:36-39) 


F THE last. lesson has resulted in 

pupils’ bringing several new boys and 
girls to Sunday school, give recognition 
to both fishers and fish. As each fisher 
introduces his fish and receives his paper 
fish, suggest to the human fish that he 
may become a fisher and earn a fish 
next week by bringing another new boy 
or girl. (This may result in bringing 
back the present fish for a second time, 
as well as being the means of contact 
with another group of youngsters out- 
side the sphere of present pupils.) Ask 
a pupil to veport on the story of An- 
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| ANNUAL 


Conference on 


Prophecy and the Jews 
August 29 to September 6, 1948 


Winona Lake, Indiana 


AWS) BAT KON BUILDING 
4 
rents 

*Beo os 


2 


ad 


Our HEADQUARTERS 


EIGHT FEAST DAYS 


SPEAKERS INVITED INCLUDE 


Dr. William’ Ward Ayer Dr. H. A. lronside 

Dr. Louis $. Bauman Dr. Theodore Jackman 

Dr. Paul Bauman Dr. Eddie Lieberman 

Rev. Solomon Birnbaum Dr. Herbert Lockyer 

Dr. John W. Bradbury Rev. A. B. Machiin 

Evangelist Max Cohn Dr. R. L. Powell 

Dr. Norman Dunning Rev. Gilbert Reid 

Dr. Moses Gitlin Rev. Charles Siegelman 

Rev. Karl Goldberg Dr. Nathan Stone 

Rev. Henry Hellyer Rev. Gerald L. Stover 
Rev. A. E. Wilson 


Sponsored by Our Association 


Write immediately for your reservation 


The Book 
The Plight of the Jews 


IS NOW READY 
Price $1.50 Order Now 


“Ia it Nothing to You" 
“Do you know... 


@ That 6,000,000 Jews 
have died in 15 years 
without Christ? 














to flame with war? 


@ That 10,000,000 Jews 
know not whither to 
turn? 





Hyman J. Appel- 
man, President 


THE NEED IS GREAT! 
THE TIME IS RIPE! 


DOORS ARE OPENING 
TOU 


WILL YOU PRAY? 


WILL YOU INTER- 
CEDE? 





Harry A. tronside 
Chairman, Board 


Will you invest in souls for eternity? Write 


AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR 
JEWISH EVANGELISM 


Dept. gv INCORPORATED 


Winona Lake, Ind. 
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Philadelphia School of the Bible 
1721 Spring Garden Street Phila. 30, Pa. 
Send for our new catalog 

Faculty of 20 
‘ Day and Evening Courses 
W. Douglas Roe Dr. Clarence E. Mason, Je. 


President Dean 


The Baptist Bible Institute 
and School of Theology 
811 Wealthy Street, S.E, Grand Rapids 6, Mich. 


Sound Biblical training provided. 

@ Two-year Pre-Theological course 

@ Three-year Theological course 

© Two-year Bible institute course 
Approved for veteran education. Dormitories for 
men and women, Write for catalog. 


Scholarships provided 





BEN LIPPEN SCHOOL 


Where boys become Christian gentlemen 
Dr. Robert C. McQuilkin, President 
Seventh grade added this fall 


John F. Blanchard, Jr., Headmaster 
Asheville North Carolina 


MARION COLLEGE 
MARION, INDIANA 
Specializes in Christian character building. 


Wesleyanic in doctrine. 
Evangelistic missionary emphasis. 
Arts and sciences - pre-professional courses - 
teacher training - theology. 
Summer term begins June 8. Fall term opens 
tember 13. Catalog on request. 
Wm. F. McConn, President 








THE MONTROSE SCHOOL 
Essex Fells, New Jersey 
Christ-centered, resident and day school for girls. 


State accredited. Seventh grade through high 
school. 


‘Thirteen acre campus in healthful Jersey hills, 23 
miles from New York City. y= 


For further information write 
George M. McGuire, Headmaster 


Multnomah School of the Bible 


63 N. E. Holladay St. Portland 14, Oregon 


Bible study and prayer prevail to produce fruitful, 
surrendered lives. 


“Doorstep Evangel” FREE to inquirers 
Willard M. Aldrich, Th.D., President 


John G. Mitchell, D.D., Vice President 
B. B. Sutcliffe, D.D., Chairman of Trustees 





Bible Institute of Pennsyivania 
160 N. 15th Street Philadelphia 2, Pa. 


Three-year Day School - Three-year Evening School 
Courses in general Bible, Christian Education, and 
Missionary Medicine. 


No tuition, small registration fee. 
Approved for veterans under G. I. Bill 
Write Registrar for information 
Wm. A. Mierop, President 
Arthur B. Whiting, Dean 





~ OMAHA BIBLE INSTITUTE 


1040 Park Avenue - - Omaha 5, Nebraska 


Biblical and related subjects. _Undenominational, 
co-educational, fundamental. Member of Evangel- 
ical Teacher Training Association. Veterans 
administration contrz act. Selected in Hubert Reyn- 
hout’s Master Thesis “because of age, clarity of 
catalogue, and general representative quality.” 


Write for catalogue 





William Jennings Bryan University 


Dayton, Tennessee, U. S. A. 


Chanengs specifically for the higher education of 
youth er auspices distinctly Christian and 
spiritual, ‘o a testimony to the supreme glory of the 
Lord hom Christ, and to the divine inspiration and 
infallibility of the Bible.” For complete informa- 
tion, address Office of The President, Box T. 


“Christ Above All” 


A Center of Evangelical Scholarship 


FULLER THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


Pasadena 19, California 


God has provided 

A faculty of outstanding scholars. 

Registration September 20, for graduates | of ac- 
credited colleges seeking the first two years’ study 
toward the BD. d degree. Applications being re- 
ceived for 1949 entering class. 





TAYLOR UNIVERSITY 


has room today to train you for Christian leader- 
ship . . . just as it has done for over 100 years. 
pie leading to A.B. degree p leclading ae = 
in Music and Science. _ B.S. in Education. 
Professional and Pre-Nursing. | Summer school, 
June 9 to August 12. Fall term, September 6. 


Write Dean, Box BT, Upland, Indiana 





HAMPDEN DUBOSE ACADEMY 


Zellwood Florida 
@ A Christ-centered @ Co-educational 
®@ College Preparatory High School 
Providing the Culture and Refinement of the Old 
South with the Health of Florida Sunshine and 
Citrus Groves. 
“Educating for Eternity’ 





WINNIPEG BIBLE INSTITUTE 
AnD COLLEGE OF THEOLOGY 


No. 2 Evergreen Place Winnipeg, Canada 
Standard Bible Bible Theology 
Two courses leading to Th.B. and B.R.E. Degrees 
Write for catalog 
Dr. Herbert H. Janetzki, President 
Rev. R. Wesley Affleck, Dean 





Providence Bible Institute 
PAST — 
Five Courses srece music 
! FOUNDATION. BIBLE 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
All approved — for veterans 
For catalog write to THE REGISTRAR 
100 State Street Providence 8, Rhode Island 








STERLING COLLEGE 


High Scholastic Standards. 
True to the Infallible Word. 
Upholds clean Christian life. 
Trains Youth for Christian Work. 
Fall semester September 6 
Write 
President, Wm. M. McCreery Sterling, Kansas 





New Jersey Bible Training School 


Seventh and State Streets Camden, N. J. ° 


Offers a three-year evening school course 


FREE Sidiunton 


Fail term opens Tuesday, September 7 
Enroll same date, 7 p. m. 
Information, including roster, on request 
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drew to explain to the guests what fish 
have to do with Sunday school. 
Andrew was a fisherman who used his 
mouth for the Lord Jesus, There are 
two stories in the Bible that show how 
he helped. Don will tell how he helped 
feed five thousand hungry people (John 
6:5-14). Now Laura will tell how he 
helped some foreigners get acquainted 
with the Lord Jesus (Johrr 12: 20-22). 
Do you think Andrew went to Heaven 
when he died? (Ask one of the new- 
comers.) - Why? Do you expect to see 
him there? This may draw out the 
children’s ideas of how one gets to Heav- 
en. Even Sunday school pupils usually 
say, “By being good.” That was what 
ten-year-old Ruby thought. “How good 
do you have to be?” she was asked. 
“Awful good.” “How awful good?” 
“Awftl, awful good,” she said with deep 
earnestness. “Are you that good?” “Oh, 
no,” she promptly answered, “I am not 
that good either.” Ruby’s eyes grew big, 
for it was the minister who was talking 
to her. And if the minister wasn’t that 
good, who was? (From “Ruby’s Ques- 
tion,” a child’s tract, 10 cents a dozen. 
International Child Evangelism Fellow- 
ship, Inc., Box 740, Santa Monica, Calif. 
Very good to give the children to take 
home, as it gives the way of salvation.) 
Would you like to know how to get 
to Heaven? Use the Wordless Book, or 
make one of black, red, white, yellow, 
and green paper to represent sin, the 
Saviour, a clean heart, Heaven, and 
growth in the Christian life. Use the 
verses: “All have sinned” (Rom, 3:23); 
“Christ died for our sins” (1 Cor, 15:3); 
“As many as received him, to them gave 
he power to become the sons of God” 
(John 1:12). Give ar invitation if the 
children are serious, and help them pray, 
receiving the Saviour into their hearts. 
One time a lady loved the Lord Jesus 
so much, because He had takerf her sins 
away so she could go to Heaven, that 
she wanted to do something for Him. 
But He was in Heaven, and about all she 
could do was sew. How could she sew 
for Him? There was a way! And she 
sewed and sewed, No, the Lord Jesus 
did not need, Himself, any of the clothes 
she could make. But there were poor 
mothers who had to work so hard to get 
food for their little boys and girls that 
they did not have time to sew and make 
clothes for them. So what did Dorcas 
do—that was the lady’s name—but 
make little suits and dresses, and dresses 
for the mammas, too. Maybe you would 
not think that that was for the Lord 


“Jesus, but it was, because He told pedple 


before He left this world for Heaven, 
that whatever they did for His brothers, 
they did for Him. “As ye have done it 
unto one of the least of these my breth- 
ren, ye have done it unto me” (Matt, 25: 
40, Memory Verse). And those who are 
God’s children are brothers of the Lord 
Jesus, are they not? As Dorcas loved 
the Lord and worked to please Him, she 
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“Character Before Career” 
Beginning a second quarter century of service in the 
edueation of boys. Distinctive Christian training. 
Grades seven to college entrance. 45-acre campus 
on the north shore of Long Island, accessible by 
train or car. 
For a catalogue, write the headmaster. 
Address Frank E. Gaebelein, Litt.D. 
Box 30 Stony Brook, Long Island, New York 





. . . 
American Seminary of the Bible 
THE BIBLE AND PRAYER AT THE CENTER 


Three - year theological course for pastors, evan- 
gelists, Bible teachers, and other Christian workers. 
Soul - winning among Greater New York’s 
12,000,000 non-Protestants. Write for catalogue. 


Rev. T. MacDonald, General Secretary 
1101 East 35th Street Brooklyn 10, N. Y. 


KANSAS CITY BIBLE COLLEGE 


Prepare for a life of Christian service at the Kansas 
City Bible College. Missions, General Bible, 
Music, and Christian Education training. Recrea- 
tional facilities, 4 acre campus, gymnasium. Ap- 
proved for veterans training. Write for free catalog. 


P. 0. Box 7035 Dept. A Kansas City 13, Mo. 


Los Angeles Baptist Theological Seminary 
Spiritual Scholarly 
Graduate School of Theology, B.D. 
College of Theology, A.B. 
Consistently free from modernistic affiliations 
Milton E. Fish, S.T.M., Dean 


Address inquiries to 560 8. St. Louis Street, Los 
Angeles 33, Calif. 





Grace Theologica Seminary 
Winona pelea Indiana 


A standard theological school where the whole 
Word of God is honored and taught, and the high 
academic demands of Christian scholarship are 
directed toward a practical Christian ministry. Ap- 
proved for veteran education. No tuition. 


Dr. Alva J. McClain, President 
Dr. Herman A. Hoyt, Registrar 





SEATTLE PACIFIC COLLEGE 
Seattie 99, Washington 


Fifty-seventh year. Evangelistic emphasis. Full 
state and regional accreditation. Special: 
schools: Education, Music, Nursing, Religion, 
Missions. Also pre-professional courses. 

Write for catalog. 


C. Hoyt Watson, A.M., LL.D., President 





BAPTIST BIBLE SEMINARY 
JOHNSON CITY, NEW YORK 
Offering 3 and 4 year courses for high school 

graduates. 
16th Year 215 Enrolled | 
Paul R. Jackson, D.D., President 
Vernon C. Grounds, B.D., Dean 
Approved by Gen. Ass’n of Reg. Bap. Ch., North 


BUFFALO BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Offers thorough training to high school graduates 
Three-year courses in Theology, Christian Educa- 
tion, and Missionary preparation. Co-educational. 
Beautiful buildings and grounds. No tuition. Self- 
help opportunifies. 


Write for catalog 
827 Delaware Avenue Buffalo 9, New York 





COLUMBIA BIBLE COLLEGE 


Columbia, South Carolina 
An Open Door ... 


To distinctive training for Christian service, under- 
graduate. 

To graduate training in missions in the new Gradu- 
ate School of Missions. 

To college entrance NOW. Registrations now 
being accepted for fall term. Write. 


Dr. Robert C. McQuilkin, President 





GORDON COLLEGE 
OF THEOLOGY AND MISSIONS 
Offers the A.B. in Theology and B.R.E. degrees 
GORDON DIVINITY SCHOOL 


Offers the B.D. degree 
Fall term opens September 8 
T. Leonard Lewis, Th.D., President 
Box G-3 Evans Way Boston 15, Mass. 


Washington Bible Institute 
1445 Rhode Island Avenue, N.W. Washington 5, D.C. 
Three-Year General Bible Course 
George A. Miles, President 


Write for catalogue 





Canadian College of the Bible 
32 Roxborough St. E. Toronto 5, Ont., Can. 


Training true to the Word. . Strong emphasis on 
prayer, devotion to Christ, and soul-winning. 
Three-year Bible Course. Recognized by Depart- 
ment of Veterans’ Affairs. 


Rev. G. P. Raud, President 


Write to Registrar for information 





1848 GENEVA COLLEGE 1948 


BEAVER FALLS, PA. 


In.these days when colleges are crowded, and 
selections must be made, it will help greatly if 
those who read this advertisement will indicate 
on their application that they are readers of the 
Sunday School Times. We desire such students 
at Geneva. 


M. M. Pearce, President 


Dallas Theological Seminary 
and Graduate Sc of Theology 


A denominationally unrelated seminary offering 
a four-year standard theological course for college 
graduates leading to Th.M. degree. Graduate 
work toward Th.D. Biblical, conservative, premil- 
lennial. Accredited by New York Regents. 


Approved for veterans. 


Address Registrar 


3909 Swiss Avenue Dallas 4, Texas 





ATLANTA BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Offers a well-rounded training in Bible study, Mis- 
sions, Music, Pastoral training. 
TUITION FREE 
Accepted by Veterans’ Administration. 
For details write 
759 W. Peachtree St. Atlanta, Georgia 
“* A.B.I. emphasizes the BIBLE’’ 


FORK UNION 
Military Academy 


The best in spiritual, intellectual, and physical 
training. Able faculty. Small classes. All athletics. 
Upper and Junior School, magnificent new gymna- 
sium. R.O.T.C. For catalogue, Box 776, Fork 
Union, Virginia. 





Emmaus BIBLE School 


with emphasis on THE BIBLE. Those who love the 
BIBLE love EMMAUS because the curriculum is 
predominately BIBLE EXPOSITION. 
Write for Prospectus 
81 Harcourt Avenue 6902 S. Normal Blvd. 
Toronto 6, Canada Chicago 21, Illinois 


GREENVILLE COLLEGE 


Member North Central Association 


A 4-year Co-Educational Christian Col- 

lege. Offers courses in Liberal Arts, Re- 

ligion, Teacher Training, Business, Music, 

Pre-Professional Sequences. Emphasizes 

development of Christian personality. 
Fall Semester Opens September 14, 1948 


H. J. Long, President 
Greenville Illinois 





*% Thorough Bible study. 

* Related subjects (music, children’s work, mis- 
sionary aviation, home nursing). 

* Soul-winning (learn by doing in Chicago’s mis- 
sions, prisons, hospitals). 

50,000 others have studied at MOODY BIBLE 
INSTITUTE. 


153 Institute Place, S 40, Chicago 10, Illinois 





PRAIRIE BIBLE INSTITUTE 


1100 students 
Unique method of Bible study. Emphasis on Vic- 
torious Christian life. Good board and room $5.00 
per week. 
Prairie Overcomer — Monthly school publication 
with growing circulation. Subscription—voluntary. 


Literature on request 
Three Hills Alberta, Canada 








NYACK 


Offers. courses leading to degrees 
in Theology, Missions, Christian Education, and 
Music. This beautiful campus, overlooking the 
majestic Hudson River, is near New York City, 
Lake Success, West Point, and Catskill Mountains. 

rite: 
DR. THOMAS MOSELEY, President 
The Missionary Training Institute 


Nyack-on-Hudson, New York 


ARKANSAS COLLEGE 


Batesville, Arkansas 
Controlled by the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
co-educational senior ‘college offering the Bach- 
elor’s Degree in Liberal Arts, Sciences, Education 
and Business. Christian atmosphere. Personal 
attention. Reasonable cost. 


Dr. John D. Spragins, President 








BAPTIST BIBLE INSTITUTE 


OF CLEVELAND 
8273 Hough Ave., Cleveland 3, Ohio 
Fall semester begins September 14 
Approved for Veterans 


Highest standards 
Write for Catalogue 


Finest faculty 





Faith Theological Seminary 
Wilmington, Delaware 


Offers three year graduate course leading to Th.B. 
and B.D. degrees, accredited by the New York 
Regents and recognized by the Army and Navy 
authorities. Stresses the study of the original lan- 
guages of the Bible. Mainiains the entire integrity 
of the Scriptures. 


Fundamental Premillennial Scholarly 
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Complete confidence in his doctor marks the attitude of the patient. 
He is assured that the doctor's years of training and experience will 
help restore physical health and well-being. 
But complete contidence is only half the story when it comes to Moody 
Apnuities. Complete satisfaction as well, can be yours when you place 
your funds in Moody Annuities. Complete confidence because of the 
many years of unfailing, on-time payments of liberal returns; complete 
satisfaction in knowing that your annuity dollars are bringing spiritual 
health to a needy world. 

Financial certainty and faithful stewardship combine to bring real 
peace of mind, for every annuitant has a vital part in all of the soul- 
winning ministries of Moody Bible Institute. The complete story of 
Moody Annuities is told in our new booklet, “Double Dividends.” Write 
for your copy todav! . 








MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 5 1258 b 
153 INSTITUTE PLACE, CHICAGO 10, ILLINOIS 


“Moody 
PLEASE SEND ME THE BOOKLET DOUBLE \DIVIDENDS, 


WITH FULL DETAILS ON THIS DOUBLE-VALUE FINAN- W/ lees 
CIAL PLAN —Lnnue 


NAME Mean More” 








ADDRESS. 








' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
CITY ZONE STATE ' 
' 
[0 1 AM UNDER 20. SEND ME BOOKLET A. ‘ 
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grew good. Maybe she did not get to 
be “awful, awful” good, but I think she 
must have been “pretty” good, don’t you?’ 
When she died, the poor mothers cried 
over the clothes she had made for them. 
And God gave Dorcas a reward for her 
goodness. He let her live a while longer, 
even though she had died. Peter, one 
of the Lord Jesus’ friends who could 
do miracles, prayed, and she came to 
life. God has promised us all a reward 
for the good we do, even for giving a 
drink to a thirsty child, if it is done for 
Him’ (Matt. 10:42). What can you do 
for the Lord this week? 


Orono, MAINE, 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1948 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Tilustration Round 
Tables.” eference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
present paper shortage, readers are asked to 
limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

The Prime Minister’s Promise—As ye 
have done it unto one of the least of 
these my brethren, ye have done it un- 
to me (Matt. 25:40, Golden Text). Lord 
Palmerston, Queen Victoria’s Prime Min- 
ister, was crossing Westminster Bridge 
when a little girl ahead dropped a jug 
of milk. The jug broke into fragments, 
and she dissolved into tears. Palmerston 
having no money with him dried her 
eyes by telling her that if she came to 
the same spot next day at that hour he 
would pay for both jug and milk. The 
following morning in the midst of a cab- 
inet meeting he suddenly remembered 
his promise to the little girl, left the 
bewildered ministers, dashed across the 
bridge, popped half a crown into the 
waiting child’s hand and hurried back. 
—From All Nations Missionary Review. 
Sent by-E, Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, 
Eng. 


“He Was My Friend.”—As ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these my 
brethren (Matt. 25:40, Golden Text). At 
the time of Jerry McAuley’s funeral, a 
shabby-looking aged man appeared, ap- 
proached two men standing near an en- 
trance to the Tabernacle, and asked, as 
he took off his tall, battered hat and felt 
in it with trembling fingers, if they 
would take the little bunch’ of white 
flowers and have them placed on Jerry’s 
coffin. “And when you drop ’em with 
the rest, though they ain’t no great 
shakes,” he added apologetically, and his 
voice trembled, “Jerry, he was my 
friend, he’ll know they come from old 
Joe Chappy.” The little bunch of white 
flowers was long preserved by Mrs. Mc- 
Auley. Jerry had said, “When I die, and 
it may not be long, I want to die on my 
knees, praying for lost souls. . . . I would 
rather some poor soul that I was the 
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means of leading to the Lord would put 
one little rose on my grave: than have 
the wealth of a millionaire.”—From 
“New York’s Most Useful Citizen,” by 
Don O. Shelton. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
David City, Nebr. 


Like a Good Watch.—This woman was 
full of good works and almsdeeds which 
she. did (Acts 9:36). The Christian is 
like’ a good watch—open faced, busy 
hands, well regulated, and full of good 
works.—From Christian Digest. Sent by 
Howard G. Wilcox, Kearney, Nebr. 


Angels’ Work.—This woman was full 
of good works (Acts 9:36). A _ poor, 
tired woman with her children entered 
a parlor car, but the look of relief which 
had crept into her face quickly vanished 
when the porter ordered them out. 
Frightened, they hurried into the next 
car. -A little boy sitting by his aunt saw 
them, and said, “Auntie, I want to give 





For some time a larger number 
of illustrations on the Golden Text 
have been received each week than 
have been sent in for the verses in, 
the printed lesson text. Since only 
one or, at the most, two illustra- 
tions are accepted each week on 
the Golden Text verse, this means 
that many good illustrations must 
be rejected; and, at the same time, 
the illustrations from which choice 
is made for the printed text verses 
are very much reduced. It is sug- 
gested, therefore, that contributors 
restrict their illustrations on the 
Golden Text to not more than ope 
for each lesson. 











them my fruit and sandwiches, they look 
so hungry.” The aunt at first objected, 
but the little fellow persisted, and found 
they had not had any breakfast. “God 
bless you,” said the mother, and as the 
boy started back, the eldest child said, 
“Mother, is that boy an angel?” “Oh, 
no!” said the mother, “but ‘he’s doing an 
angel’s work.”—From M., H. James, To- 
ronto, Can. 


Tramps Not Wanted.—This woman was 
full of good works (Acts 9:36). An 
American was told by an English tourist 
that he was surprised to find no “gen- 
tlemen” jn his country. “What are 
they?” asked the American. The English- 
man replied, “People that do not work 
for their living.” “Oh,” said the Amer- 
ican, “we have some of those here; only 
_ we call them tramps.” God does not 
want any tramps, but workers for His 
glory—From the Rev, Evan Hopkins: 
Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, Can. 


Years of Sowing.—And all the widows 
stood by him weeping, and shewing the 
coats and garments which Dorcas made, 
while she was with them (Acts 9:39). 
A prominent Texas judge, known and 
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loved by everyone in his district, was 
lying in state. As one old Negro 
approached the casket, the judge’s son 
said to him, “Just look, Uncle Josh, at 
the masses of flowers Father’s friends 
have sent.” “Yas, suh,” Uncle Josh said 
softly, “the Judge he’s been a-plantin’ 
the seed foh them flowahs all these 
yeahs."—From the Reader’s Digest. 
Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Eskridge, Kans. 
Prize illustration. 


When We Rely on Prayer.—Peter .. . 
prayed; and .. . said, Tabitha, arise. 
And ... she sat up (Acts 9:40)., I shall 
never forget what the late A, C. Dixon 
once said when speaking on prayer. I 
cannot quote him verbatim but the sub- 
stance was this: When we rely upon 
organizations, we get what organiza- 
tions can do; when we rely upon educa- 
tion, ,we get what education can do; 
when we rely upon eloquence, we get 
what eloquence can do, and so on, but, 
when we rely upon prayer we get what 
God can do.—From R. H. G., in the Re- 
membrancer Calendar. Sent by Grace 
Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 
How Dorcas Used Her Needle (Acts 9:36-39) 


ORCAS is one of the Bible charac- 

ters which it is easy for us to get 
acquainted with. Almost all of us know 
some woman of the same type — one who 
is always first at the scene of any need, 
ready to do anything that has to be done. 
To illustrate this lesson you will need 
in your surprise envelope pictures of 
some children’s clothes, baby clothes, 
and little boys’ things. You remember 
that after Dorcas was dead, the people 
began to bring the garments she had 
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made and show them to the disciples. 
Maybe these people had not even thought 
to thank her while she was alive, but 
when she was gone, they knew how 
much she had done for them. The Bible 
tells us she was full of good works which 
she did. 

Why do you suppose she did these 
things for people? For money? No, I 
think not. She did them because she 
was a disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
She may have been like a friend of mine 
who said she had no talent, no gift that 
she could use for the Lord, and she was 
feeling much discouraged about it. She 
thought that because she could not 
speak in meetings or sing solos or play 
the piano or pipe organ that she had no 
talent. But she had a wonderful talent. 
She was the happiest person to have 
around, always singing or whistling, and 
she had a gift for encouraging ‘other 
people. She had no thought of self, so 
she was always saying lovely things to 
those who did things for the Lord. Her 
sweet and unselfish way made her very 
much loved. She never. was known to 
say an unkind thing about another per- 
son. Don’t you think that was a gift? 

Sewing may have been the only talent 
Dorcas had, so she used it and made 
clothes for those who needed them, and 
I’m sure she put a lot of love in the 
stitches on those garments. 

Everybody has some talent. Maybe 
you can’t talk, but you are a good lis- 
tener. Sometimes the most wonderful 
thing you can do for a person is to lis- 
ten to their troubles. Once a woman 
came to see me, and said she was in 
trouble and needed some advice. So I 
sat down with her and listened to her 
story. Occasionally I said “Yes,” or “Is 
that so?” and when she had finished, I 
wondered how I could advise her. While 
I thought for a minute and prayed, she 
drew a long breath and said happily, 
“Oh, I am so glad I came to see you; you 
have-helped me so much. I’m so grate- 
ful for your advice.” And all I had done 
was listen to her. 

Maybe your talent lies in being a sun- 
beam for Jes Nothing makes a home 
so happy as sweet, sunny, cheerful chil- 
dren. Nothing spoils a home like a 
sulky, hateful, whining child. Use your 
talent in your home and wherever you 
go. A happy person is welcome every- 
where he goes. 

You might be one of the children who 
can run errands and do them as you are 
told. That is a talent, and one that 
Mother will appreciate. Grown-up legs 
and feet get so tired that it helps a lot 
to have a pair of young feet ready to 
run errands. 

Or you may be able to read very nicely 
and there is some sick’ person or old 
person who needs some reading done for 
him. I know a boy only eight and a half 
years old who reads so nicely that I en- 
joy having him read to me when I am 
getting dinner, 
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And it might be that you are just like 
Dorcas, and can sew for others who need 
it. Some girls can sew very nicely when 
they are still Primary children. A little 
girl just,that old hemmed towels for her 
mother, and helped her so much. 

Boys can find many things to do for 
others — mow the lawn, rake up leaves, 
pick fruit, go to the store for Mother, 
even sweep and run the vacuum cleaner. 
Oh, there are so many things for willing 
hands to do! 

But the first thing you must have is a 
willing heart. That was what Dorcas 
had—a willing heart that loved the 
Lord Jesus above everything. Aren’t 
you glad the Lord, through Peter, gave 
her back, alive, to the people? 

FELTON, CALIF, 

b 


. :} . ° 
This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 684) 

1. Good works are the fruit, not the root, 
of salvation (Eph. 2:8-10). 

2. The teaching of James 2:14-18, especi- 
ally verse 16. 

3. When kindly, Christian women conse- 
crate their needles to the Lord, and with 
them minister to the needy in the Lord’s 
naMe, you have a true Dorcas society. 
(See Golden Text and Col. 3:17, 23.) 

4. When it becomes a social club, a gos- 


‘ sip center, or a display. 


5. Both. We often perceive the leading of 
the Spirit in the request of our brethren. 


6. He was led to Samaria by the appoint- 
ment of his brethren (Acts 8:14); to Lydda 
in the course of a prepared plan (chap. 9: 
32); to Caesarea by vision and direct com- 
mand (chap. 10:9-20). 


7. I can think of ten, or perhaps eleven: 
three by our Lord in the days of His flesh; 
those who rose at the time of the death of 
Jesug Jesus Himself; one by Peter; one by 
Paul; Paul himself (perhaps) outside of 
Lystra; the saints at the Lond’s return; the 
two witnesses of Revelation 11; the raising 
of the dead recorded in Revelation 20:13. 


8. The raising of the daughter of Jairus 
— even to the putting out of the crowd. 

9. The word “began” in Acts 1:1 explains 
it. 

10. If the “greater works” of salvation 
(John 14:12) are being wrought in the souls 
of men, we need not be anxious about 
spectacular works in the physical realm. 
That remarkable healings are wrought we 
cannot deny. 
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Children at Home 
Jodha's “One More Boy” 


Founded on fact 
By Sarah E. Loucks 


“cc DIN-ARU, padin-eru, padin-ettu” 
(“teen - six, teen - seven, teen - 
eight”). That was the way the happy, 
brown-skinned boys and girls of Miss 
Bevin’s South India mission class counted 
the eighteen new members they had 
brought into their Sunday school, out 
of idol-worshiping homes, during the 
month that had just passed. 
Only Jodha, who had gained more 
new pupils than anyone else, was un- 
happy. “I too much very sorry, Amma, 
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that I not bring the one more. boy I 
try most hard to get,” he told the mis- 
sionary, after the other children had 


gone. 
“Who is that ‘one more boy,’ Jodha?” 
asked his teacher. . 


“It is Shoran, my little friend the 
cawherd. I tell him, ‘Come to my Jesus 
school.’. But always he say, ‘Sometime, 
maybe. I too much busy now driving 
bullocks to pasture and back to master.’” 

“Oh, I know whom you mean,” said 
Miss Bevin. “It’s that little fellow who 
often passes here with his herd of ugly 
bulls. He cannot be more than eight or 
nine years old. It’s marvelous the way 
such small boys as he manage those 
great, savage creatures. How do they 
do it?” 

“Small boys can do:it because, when 
they are little — too much little even to 
walk —their fathers put them on bul- 
locks’ backs, and teach them how to 
make bullocks mind them.” 

“Your little cowherds are very brave, 
Jodha.” 

“Our bullocks have respect'for their 
cowherds. But, Amma, they not like 
white peoples. So, if Amma ever see 
bullocks coming, she must doo, doo, doo, 
doo ‘trun very fast], or they much harm 
her. Amma not forget!” the boy warned 
anxiously. 

“Don’t you worry,-my young friend,” 
replied his teacher. “If ever a bullock 
comes for me, I’ll ‘doo, doo, doo, doo,’ 
if he gives me the least chance to. And 
now, you keep right on inviting Shoran, 
and we'll both pray and trust that he’ll 
not only join our Sunday school, but 
that he'll also accept Jesus Christ as 
his Saviour and God.” 

“But — but, Amma —” Jodha hesitated. 

“But what?” Miss Bevin asked encour- 
agingly. 

“Please, Amma not be angry. Amma 
very ‘much kind, but bad priest tell 
Shoran you white devil, and you cast 
evil eye on him, if he come to your 
Jesus school. So Shoran afraid of 
Amma.” 4 

“Jodha, ‘prayer changes things,’ and 
we will pray,” was the missionary’s con- 
fident reply. 

Early one evening, several weeks after 
her talk with Jodha, Miss Bevin was 
returning from an errand in a neighbor- 
ing village. As she walked rapidly 
homeward, suddenly, just around a near 
curve in the road, there appeared a herd 
of buffaloes headed straight toward her. 
Flashing through her mind, came Jodha’s 
grave words of warning. But how could 
she act upon them? 

There was neither time nor space in 
which to turn and flee by the way she 
had come. Nor was there a way of es- 


cape on her right, where an unbroken 
wall of mountains towered above the 
narrow road. Ahd on the left, she was 
prevented from escape by a steep bank 
of jagged rocks and crumbling earth, 
with a deep canyon lying far below. 
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Was there, then, no way of escape 
from these terrifying beasts? Yes, there 
was a way —just one way. And, stand- 
ing motionless, looking straight into the 
eyes of each buffalo as it approached, the 
missionary followed that way —the 
mighty, miracle-working way of prayer. 

Their dewlaps swaying with the tread 
of their heavy hoofs, and their sharp, 
threatening horns tossing, as they eyed 
her one by one a doze: or more of the evil 
brutes had slowly passed, when, with head 
lowered, and making directly toward 
her, came the hugest, the most frightful 
of the herd. Still praying, she trusted. 
And, as for a full second she stood un- 
flinchingly staring at the charging bull, 
never had God seemed nearer and more 
real to her than He did at that moment 
of peril. 

Then, suddenly —whizz! Whistling 
sharply through the air, with lightninglike 
speed, a tiny pebble grazed the flank 
of the oncoming bull. To the ferocious 
beast, the hiss and tingle of that missile 
was a command, a command he had been 
trained to obey — he turned and rejoined 
the herd. 

At the exact moment of the mission- 
ary’s need, the Lord God had brought 
the little keeper of the herd around the 
bend of the road. And, using the un- 
erring aim of this skillful child, He had 
rescued her. 

Frightened at sight, of the missionary, 
that “white devil,” the boy would have 
passed quickly on, but Miss Bevin stop- 
ped him. 

“David!” she cried, “wait a minute !” 

“My name not David,” the boy an- 
swered shortly. 

“Your name, I know, is Shoran. But 
to me, you are David, for you have 
saved my life with your tiny pebble, 
just as another boy, named David, a 
long, long time ago, saved, with his 
slingshot, a whole army from a mighty 
giant.” 

Shoran’s eyes opened wide with won- 
der, and he forgot his fear of the white 
woman. “Tell me,” he said eagerly, 
“about this brave David.” 

“T’ve not time to tell you now’ But 
you come to my bungalow, as soon as 
you’ve taken your herd to your master, 
and then I’]] tell you all about how the 
one and only true God helped David kill 
the giant, and afterward made him to 
be a great and good raja.” 

Spellbound, Shoran listened that eve- 
ning while the missionary told him the 
story of David’s fearlessness, and his 
victory over Goliath, as it is written in 
that thrilling seventeenth chapter of 
First Samuel. Later, when Shoran left, 
it was with David’s words of strong 
faith ringing in his ears: “Thou comest 
to me with a sword, and with a spear, 
and with a shield: but I come to thee in 
the name of the Lord of hosts... . This 
day will the Lord deliver thee into mine 
hand” (1 Sam. 17:45, 46). 

Captivated by the Bible account of 
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David’s valor, and freed from his fear 
of the friendly missionary, the young 
cowherd accepted Jodha’s invitation to 
join his Sunday school. Here, for the 
first time, he heard that, though “all 
have sinned” (Rom. 3:23), yet whosoever 
will, can be saved by believing in God’s 
only begotten Son, “Christ Jesus Ewho] 
came into the world to save sinners” (1 
Tim, 1:15). Gladly, then, Jodha’s -“one 
more boy” believed this good news, ac- 
cepted the Saviour, and enlisted as a 
soldier of the cross of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
Newakk, N. J. 
ve 


Are Parents To Blame? 


(Continued from second page) 


where parents have one standard for 
themselves, and another for their chil- 
dren; one standard before the public, an- 
other at home. It has been well said, 
“Consistency! thou art a jewel.” Yet, 
how lacking this jewel is from the adorn- 
ment of many a home. Parents have 
told their children to tell the truth, 
while they themselves practice a lie in 
the customs office, as they hide contra- 
band goods from sight, and thus avoid 
paying duty. Afterward, they glory in 
their success, not seeming to realize that 
they are training their own children in 
deception. What is the trifle gained 
compared with the jewel lost? 

What preacher has not had the ex- 
perience of seeing a Christian approach- 
ing him on the street, only to see the 
cigarette or pipe suddenly disappear, as 
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that individual realized he was under 
observation. The children observe this, 
too; and they come to know that their 
father has one standard of conduct for 
the home, another for the church; and, 
sooner or later, they see the sham in 
such profession, such mockery. How can 
boys and girls grow up with strong 
Christian convictions, and with a bold, 
unfaltering witness for Jesus Christ, 
when they are nurtured in deceit? Then 
people wonder why the preacher does 
not see more results in his ministry; 
and why young people grow cold, and 
wander away. How I thank God for 
a loving, praying, and consistent mother 
and father! 

I read somewhere of a family who 
lived on ‘the prairie. They were very 
poor. The boy in the home was ashamed 
to take his lunch out at school. He ngver 
had cakes, jam tarts, or extras. On one 
occasion, a man called at the farm, and 
offered a high price for the horse stand- 
ing in the barnyard. The boy of the 
home chuckled with delight at thought 
of what a difference it would make to 
his daily lunch, as well as in other ways, 
if such a large amount of money came 
into the home. However,’ that boy’s 
father was honest. He knew there was 
something wrong with the horse, ‘and 
that it was not worth the large amount 
offered. To the boy’s amazement, and 
bitter disappointment, he heard his 
father refuse the offer. Later that boy 
marveled at the honesty of his father, 
who accepted his poverty rather than 
“get rich quick” with a guilty conscience. 
It was that one act of his own father 
which lived over and over again in the 
boy’s mind and heart, and held him to 
the path of rectitude. God honored that 
father’s testimony in the lifelong hon- 
esty and uprightness of his own son. 

One act of a parent, under the blessing 
of God, may result in the salvation of 
the child in the home; even as one act 
may result in the wrecking of a child’s 
life. Oh, that parents might consider 
their responsibility, and realize that their 
child is at school as soon as it is born 
into the home; that parents have the first 
opportunity to mar or make the life of 
their child, since the home is the first 
school where the most enduring mem- 
ories and influences are registered in 
the child’s mind. 


FAITHFUL DIAGNOSIS THE BEST SAFEGUARD 


It is easier not to say certain things 
than to say them. If, however, by call- 
ing attention to practices which are 
harmful to young people, parents may 
henceforth be put on their guard, it will 
be worth while. We all need long- 
distance calculation, that is, to estimate 
what the results of our present course 
of action will be ten years from now. 
“Do as I say, not as I do,” is poor train- 
ing for any child. Belittling the means 
of grace simply by neglecting them, such 
as never attending the prayer meeting, 
is educating the child toward non- 
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attendance. Then why be amazed if the 
children grow up indifferent to the call 
of the church, the call of Christ? 

For some Christian parents, such 
warnings as these are unnecessary, since 
they recognize their responsibility, weigh 
well their words, and consider their 
actions and reactions in the light of the 
influence they exert, and the welfare of 
those they love. 

The parents’ duty is to direct the lives 
of their children, and ever to seek God’s 
guidance in doing this. Let this writer 
sound another warning to parents who 
train their wee darlings to be proud and 
self-conceited, encouraging thoughts of 
vanity by telling them they are cute, 
pretty, smart, and the like — and this be- 
fore visitors. The writer has been in 
homes where a parent will say, while 
the child is listening, “He won’t do as 
I tell him”; “He won’t eat this, or that”; 
he won’t; he won’t; and the little chap 
smirks, and thinks he is an independent 
little prodigy. God’s Word says, “Train 
up a child im the way he should go” 
(Prov. 22:6). Mark the words, “in the 
way he should go,” not in any way his 
wayward, inexperienced little heart 
prompts him to go. 

The writer once visited a home and 
asked a mother about sending her boy, 
about seven years of age, to Sunday 
school; and, believe it or not, that mother 
said, “Well, I'll ask him about it, and if 
he wants to go he can go.” 


Do ALL TO THE GLORY oF GoD 


I would plead with parents to be earn- 
est and practical in the eternal interests 
of their children, especially young par- 
ents. Think of your children as gifts 
from God, and that you have been en- 
trusted with them to train them for 
Him, that their lives may be lived for 
the glory of God. Parents are stewards 
who will have to give an account to 
God for every word and deed which has 
influenced their children contrary to 
their spiritual welfare. Your children 
may go out into the world to live lives 
to the glory of God, or to live lives of 
shame to your own confusion. Which 
shall it be? 

The problems of children attending 
Sunday school; the problems of young 
people quitting church in their early 
teens; the problems of the young people’s 
society; and many more problems will be 
satisfactorily met, by the blessing of the 
Lord, when Christian parents heed their 
responsibilities, and warm-heartedly co- 
operate with some Christ-honoring pas- 
tor, or Sunday. school teacher, and so 
“train up a child in the way he should 
go,” for God’s Word continues to assure 
us, “and when he is old, he will not 
depart from it.” 

(To be continued) 


vw 


A child left to himself bringeth his 
mother to shame.—Prov, 29:15, 
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Reading the Word With His 
Tongue 
(Continued from page 682) 


He found it hard to distinguish the 
various books of the Bible when he 
wanted to read a certain book. His 
friends built a series of book shelves on 
which the large Moon type volumes were 
placed in order. He memorized the 
books of the Bible so he knew in what 
order they were found. The books were 
placed in that same order on the shelves, 
so it is easy for him with the stumps 
of his arms to find the book he desires 
and to place it on the easel. He turns 
the pages with his tongue. He finds the 
chapter headings with his tongue. He 
very easily and quickly can take a book 
from the shelf, place it on the easel, 
find the portion he wants, and begin to 
read, 

Friends often telephone his home to 
inquire about his health and to give bits 
of news, but he cannot handle the tele- 
phone. The Southwestern Bell Tele- 
phone Company heard of his dilemma 
and sent one of their engineers, who 
devised an attachment for the telephone, 
and had it made and installed, so that 
Mr. McPherson could answer the tele- 
phone himself. 

Many years ago, a fine Christian 
woman, a practical nurse, looked to the 
Lord for some life work that would be 
for His glory and the blessing of others. 
The Lord led her to Mr. McPherson. 
She has given her life through the years 
to the care of this servant of God. She 
looks after his every interest devotedly, 
and has been God’s own servant to meet 
the need of this one—God’s crippled 
child. 

The support of these devoted Chris- 
tians is furnished by the gifts of God’s 
people who, hearing of the need, con- 
tribute graciously and kindly to that 
need. Thus we see that God’s grace is 
sufficient and His love never ceases, 


Kansas City, Mo. 
vg 


Girls’ Problems of Today 
(Continued from page 682) 


much pleasure in watching by the hour 
the various and interesting wild crea- 
tures in a park or zoo. 

If such a treat is beyond your reach, 
there must be some other vacation pos- 
sible, such as to some lake, or mountain, 
or seashore, or even to visit relatives at 
a distance from your home town. What- 
ever it is, arrange for it so as to dodge 
the circus, and make it a joyful outing 
in every way that you can. If you adopt 
the system of having a safe counter- 
attraction going on at the same time as 
a dangerous worldly one, you not only 
avoid unnecessary friction with your 
children, but you prevent their forming 
a taste for pleasures the Lord would dis- 
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“White Already to Harvest” 


186 Japanese converted in Shinjuku 
at a street meeting conducted last 
month by Chaplain Leonard Sweet, 
a Gordon alumnus. 


PASTORS... 


THE LORD SAID, “Pray ye... 
the Lord of the harvest, that he 
would thrust forth labourers.” Are 
YOU praying? 


CHRISTIAN YOUTH are needed 
as laborers. Are YOU directing 
YOUR young people to a Christian 
school to train for Christian Life 
Service? 
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of the world. 


URGE your young folk to be 
among the 500 students at Gordon 
this fall. 
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some Scripture mottoes, Scripture calendars, 
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approve. Also, you are developing their 
enjoyment of simple, pure delights, such 
as He has provided in nature, which will 
benefit them through life, 

Abraham’s nephew Lot never dreamed 
of ruining his family when he pitched 
his tent toward Sodom, in that nice, 
well-watered plain. But he did not stop 
there. Soon’ he dwelt in Sodom (Gen. 
14:12), and a little later he was sitting 
in the Gate of Sodom, a great man in 
that vile city, doomed to God’s utter 
destruction. Lot lost everything, but 
the most terrible loss was the eternal 
ruin of his family, a solemn warning 
to Christians bringing up their children 
in worldly associations, 

As to skating rinks, it is more diffi- 
cult to lay down definite rules, as in 
some towhs those who operate them 
have much better principles than in 
other places. Skating is fine exercise 
as well as fun, and wide cement walks 
or safe pavements are not often avail- 
able, so Christian parents should inyes- 
tigate the rinks in their part of the coun- 
try. To have your children go to any 
rink for the evening with other young- 
sters, and without you or their father, 
would be a mistake. I would say that 
you should take charge of any such ex- 
pedition, with the explanation, “We will 


‘all go together, and see what it’s like.” 


Then set off with pleasant, kindly man- 
ner in order to disarm your children’s 
minds of the prevalent youthful criti- 
cism that parents are old, or behind the 
times, or unable to understand them. 

Once inside, admire and enjoy what 
you can, at the same time keenly ob- 
serving what goes on, what influences 
are at work, if the evil element is kept 
out, If, after an hour or two, your con- 
clusion is favorable, still be yourself the 
chaperone every time if possible, buying 
refreshments afterward, and coming 
home a happy family party, discussing 
the exploits of the skaters together with 
your young folks. This participation 
with them in their contacts with out- 
siders and strangers is very wholesome 
for your children, and also furnishes an 
admirable check, or brake, on their own 
conduct. 

If, however, you find smoking, drink- 
ing, dance music, sex stimulation, or 
other objectionable things there, tell 
your girls so, that they may know why 
you cannot take them there again un- 
der those conditions. Then, if there is 
no better.rink within reach, get your 
pastor or other Christian leader, or some 
other Christian parents of young skaters, 
to join with you in renting the rink at 
regular intervals, with all the doubtful 
features cut out for that evening, so that 
your children can skate for hours in 
company that your Lord would approve. 
Many Christian parents are doing this 
now, avoiding the rinks all other nights, 

The physical maturity of your daugh- 
ter when, still so young constitutes a 
problem in itself, the more so because 


FA 
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of the overemphasis on sex in this coun- 
try, so detrimental to growing-up chil- 
dren. You will-need to pray much for 
her, as she goes on through adolescence, 
and for wisdom for yourself as a parent 
in dealing with her. If she is born again, 
and willing to be taught the blessedness 
of renouncing worldly things for Christ, 
she could become a Christian leader 
among those of her age, doing a vast 
amount of good. The Lord grant that 
it be so, and bless your efforts to bring 
up your family for Him, 


The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, August 22 


4. God Speaks Through Art and Music 
(John 9:5; Rev. 14:1-3; 19:5-9) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used ‘by permission. 

HE story is told of a Grecian mother 

who saw her child on the brink of 
a precipice. She realized that if she 
called loudly to him, it might only 
quicken his pace and cause him to wan- 
der closer to the edge, or become so 
startled with fear as to cause him to 
fall. Instead, she began to sing a hymn 
that she had often sung to the child 
at bedtime, and thus she gently lured 
him away from danger. Many other 
boys and girls, although perhaps of 
older years, have had their feet turned 
away from danger or disaster by hearing 
the strains of a hymn that Mother had 
once sung to them. Rescue missions 
all over the land can testify to the power 
of Gospel hymns to break hardened 
hearts and bring sin-burdened men and 
women to their senses, and to the feet 
of the Saviour. 


ye ‘ 

But not only to unsaved and wander- 
ing men and women has God spoken 
through the use of music, both vocal 
and instrumental. Down through the 
years He has spoken to those who have 
been seeking to do His will, and to walk 
in His ways through this means. Long 
ago, Moses and Miriam sang and led 
the Children of Israel in songs of praise 
and thanksgiving to God for His deliv- 
erance (Exod, 15:1, 20). Deborah and 
Barak, with their singing, inspired and 
encouraged the Children of Israel dur- 
ing the days of the Judges (Judges 5: 
1). David, the sweet singer of Israel, 
not only charmed Saul, the king, and 
lifted his mind out of the gloomy de- 
pression into which he had sunk through 
disobedience, but also wrote many 
Psalms that later were used in the wor- 
ship of God. These have inspired and 
comforted and encouraged true believers 
down to this very day. 
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That singing and music were intended 
to be a part of Christian worship is 
seen from Paul’s admonition to followers 
of the Lord Jesus that they should en- 
gage in “speaking to yourselves in psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
and Making melody in your heart to the 
Lord” (Eph. 5:19); and that they should 
“let the. word of Christ dwell in you 
richly in all wisdom; teaching and ad- 
monishing .one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with 
grace in your hearts to the Lord” (Col. 
3:16). 

Some of us may have attended the 
famous Bach festival at Bethlehem, Pa., 
or may have heard the rendition of one 
of the famous oratorios, such as Han- 
del’s Messiah: and have felt the lift and 
inspiration that come from these noble, 
musical settings of Scriptural words 
and Scriptural truth. Few  audi- 
ences can remain in their seats when 
the glorious Hallelujah Chorus from 
Handel’s Messiah bursts forth with its 
power and majesty, and almost instinc- 
tively the audience jumps to its feet, 
moved by the overpowering emotion 
stirred by this great music. 


oe 

In the "great Wanamaker Store in 
Philadelphia, each Easter season, two 
great masterpieces of art are displayed. 
One is “Christ Before Pilate,” aad the 
other “The Crucifixion,” both painted by 
de Munkacsy, and purchased many years 
ago by Mr. Wanamaker, Hundreds of per- 
sons pause in the busy rush of each busi- 
ness day to stand silent before these 
paintings. One has only to watch the 
expressions on the faces of the shoppers 
to realize that God speaks to men 
through de Munkacsy’s art. 


we 

However, we need to remember that 
God speaks through music and through 
the artistry of great painters only be- 
cause He has first spoken to the hearts 
of the men and women who have crea- 
ated these masterpieces. “Moses and 
Miriam and Barak and Deborah and 
David first had their own hearts touched 
by the power of the Holy Spirit. Han- 
del, Bach, Michelangelo, Leonardo de 
Vinci, and de Munkacsy, all were first 
deeply stirred by the Spirit of God be- 
fore they were able to create the works 
of art that in turn stirred the hearts 
of other men and, women, and turned 
them toward God. God does not speak 
through the art and music of unregen- 
erate men and women. Their works 
may carry a message, but it is not @ 
message from God, and it cannot lead 
or help men toward God because the 
instruments that created such works do 
not know Him, * 


4 
There is another thought that should 
not be overlooked in our consideration 
of this week’s topic. Perhaps some in 
our group have been endowed by God 
with special talents in art or music, 
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What will they do with them? Will 
they pursue and cultivate them purely 
for art’s sake? Will they look upon 
them merely as paths toward fame and 
notoriety, or as the means of making 
money? Or will they surrender their 
talents to the One who gave them, and 
let Him use them and speak through 
them to others? 


PHILADELPHIA, 
. we 
Dr. Soltau’s Ministry 
at a New Bible Institute 


HE Mid-South Bible Center, an in- 
terdenominational institution estab- 
lished in Memphis in 1943, will ex- 
pand its service with the opening in 
September of a day Bible institute 
offering a full three-year curriculum. 
The courses will conform to the stand- 
ards of the Accrediting Association of 
Bible Institdies and Bible Colleges for 
the intermediate levei. 
The faculty for the new school will in- 
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BIBLE MEMODEX 


A doctrinally arranged Bible memory aid used in cesnee 
and prayer meetings Song for class gifts. 5c ea. 

12%c in lots of 50 or mor Again available — BIBLE 
MEMODEX, WESTMINST ‘R PRESBYTERIAN 
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Old Fashioned Revival 
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CHARLES E. FULLER, Director 
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DON'T LOSE PRECIOUS TIME! 
Bible Institute of Pennsylvania 
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17th Edition 764 Pages 


Bible 
andbook 


150 Photos and Maps 


Size 44x6%x1% in. 


An ABBREVIATED BIBLE COMMENTARY, with Notes on every book in the Bible, and 
an abundance of Side-Lights from Contemporaneous Ancient History; also ARCHAEO- 
LOGICAL DISCOVERIES, some of them really amazing, which confirm or supplement the 
Bibles HOW WE GOT THE BIBLE, formation of the Canon, Apocryphal Books, Ancient 
Manuscripts, Translations, etc; and AN EPITOME OF CHURCH HISTORY, Early 
Church Fathers, Persecutions. Rise of the Papacy. Luther. the Reformation. 


Book of a Lifetime 


There is nothing published, of its size, or price, that has anything 
like as much practical Bible information. Especially valuable for 


Sunday School Teachers and Bible Students. 
Cloth binding only $2.00 


Order from your bookstore or 


H. H. HALLEY, Box 774, Chicago 90, Illinois 





*& SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES: 
“A truly remarkable little © 
pook ...a tremendous 
wealth of valuable and ferti- 
nent information .. . a-reser- 
voir of profound Bible 
knowledge . . . of amazing 
richness .. . true to the fun- 
damentals of the faith.” 
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HERE IS A FINE 


OPPORTUNITY 


To obtain this unusual $3 book without money cost 


In! Tue Sunpay Scuoo, Tres 
of April 24th of this year the 
President and Editor, Dr. Philip 
E. Howard, Jr., reviewing this 
remarkable book, among other 
things, said: 

“Dr. Smith’s new book should 
arouse the most phlegmatic and 
conservative reader. This is not 
because he sets dates for the ful- 
fillment of Bible prophecies, or 
gives fantastic interpretations of 
crucial passages of Scripture; but 
rather because of the great mass 
of facts he has gathered from 
authoritative sources on the 

A latest developments in atomic 
& 





physics, and the sober and schol- 
arly commentaries on important 
passages which he has drawn 
from the whole of Christian lit- 
erature, from the Church Fathers 


AND a 
The { » to our present day. 
; ™ f tri h that 
, ] 0 Ay 1 ( t aan bane in maak 2 } ame 


Dr. Smith is found in his last 
~~ chapter, ‘Victory in Christ.’ He 
stresses ‘the absolute pre-emi- 
mo nence and sufficiency of the Lord 
/ F Jesus Christ,’ and the need for 
holding fast to the Bible in these 
perilous times. He holds out the 
‘Blessed Hope’ of the Lord’s re- 
turn as the hope of this world 
and every believer. 
“Christian people should be 
grateful to Dr. Wilbur Smith for 
the fine work he has done in ex- 
plaining atomic power in lan- 
guage that the average reader 
can understand; in relating the 
events and inventions of the last 
three years to important Bible 
passages which give us some light 
on them; and for his challenge to 
: remember that ‘we have also 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES a more sure word of prophecy; 
whereunto ye do well that Fe 

. : : P take heed, as unto a light 
will give this book to anyone sending _ shineth in'a dark place, until the 
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clude Dr. J. Howard Goddard, president 
of the Center, a recent graduate of Dal- 
las Theological Seminary; Dr. T. Stanley 
Soltau, former missionary to Korea and 
pastor of the First Evangelical Church 
of Memphis; and others to bé announced 
later. Four nationally known Bible 
teachers will also be invited to give lec- 
tureships of two weeks each during the 
school year. 
ve 


Program Suggestions for Rally Day 





HERE will be no new service for 
Rally Day printed this year, but 
copies of Mary’ Brainerd Smith’s special 
program, “God’s Trumpet Calls,” pre- 
pared for last year, are still available. 
If you did not use this excellent pro- 
gram in your school in 1947, you may 
wish to make use of it this coming Rally 
Day. It contains recitations for the vari- 
ous departments, songs set to familiar 
hymn tunes, and Scripture passages ar- 
ranged to enable all the school to par- 
ticipate. 
Copies may be had at 25 cents a dozen, 
or $2 a hundred. Just ask for the Rally 
Day Service. ye 


Why not use reprints of the fine article 
by John Edgar Hoover, Director of the 
‘Federal Bureau of Investigation, that has 
attracted nation-wide attention, “Crime 
and the Sunday School,” to acquaint the 
neighborhood of Rally Day in your 
school. These reprints have blank space, 
4x8% inches, sufficient to enable your 
local printer to imprint your own an- 
nouncement and an invitation to your 
school. 

Copies may be had at 25 cents a dozen, 
$1.50 a hundred, or $6 for five hundred. 
Ask for the Hoover article, and address 
the Sunday School Times Company, 325 
N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. ; 


we 
With the New Books 


Abram, Son of Terah. By Florence 
Marvyne Bauer. (The Bobbs-Merrill Co., 
Indianapolis 7; $3.) When the name of 
Abram, or Abraham, is mentioned one 
naturally thinks of Ur of the Chaldees, 
out of which he came, and of Canaan, 
where he lived most of his’ eventful life. 
Mrs, Bauer has written a very graphic 
story of the first thirty years of the 
life of this ‘great Bible character, but . 
has left to a projected later volumé the 
story of the more than one hundred and 
thirty other years recorded in the twelve 
or more chapters of Genesis. The seven 
verses of Genesis eleven, which give the 
basis of our knowledge of these early 
years, are fully covered, and the author 
has woven around these her tale, drawn 
from a wealth of archaeological knowl- 
edge of these times. The polytheism and 
superstitions, the laws of marriage and 
concubinage, the frailties of the natural 

















Lesson for August 22 


The Sunday School Gimes: 


President and Editor 
Purr E. Howarp, Jr., Lit.D. 


Executive Vice-President 
Harry J. JAEGER 


Secretary and Treasurer 
D. T. RicHMAN e 
Associate Editor 
Joun W. LANE, JR. 
Correspondence Editor: Emmy D. Smira 
Contributing Editors: Joseph P. FRx, 
Ph.D., Archaeology; Ernest Gornon, 
Survey, editorials, and reviews. 


Advertising Manager: Rosrert H. Bloom 








Former President 
Pamir E. Howarp, 1903-1946 
Former Editors 
H. Cray TrumsButt, 1875-1903 
Cartes G. TruMBULL, 1903-1941 





Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times: $2.50 per year; 
five years, $10; five or more copies to 
same or separate addresses, $2 each. 
Canada: add 25 cents per year; foreign: 
add 50 cents per year. 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 








man are all pictured in vivid detail. The~ 


slowly developing religious aspirations 
of Abram are traced quite naturally 
until, at the end, he is finally emanci- 
pated from paganism to believe im the 
one true God—vYah. Abram’s slave, 
who in this story is mepresented as a 
true believer, becomes almost a greater 
hero than his master because he is less 
rebellious and demonstrates real faith. 
The actual call of God to Abram to 
leave Ur is unfortunately lost sight of, 
for, in this story, he leaves Chaldea as 
expedient because of war and internal 
strife. Just at the end, Abram has a 
vision of God and realizes that Yah is 
really his Friend and one who can be 
trusted, 


Is Masonry a Religion? An Analysis of 
Freemasonry. By Theodore Graebner. 
(Concordia Pub. House, St. Louis 18; 
paper, 25 cents.) Every faithful witness 
for Christ should have the facts pre- 
sented in this little book. Perhaps one 
reason that the membership of many 
country churches is made up largely only 
of women is that, for the men, the lodge 
has taken the place of the church. The 
author shows that Masonry did not origi- 
nate with Solomon, but in London in 
A.D. 1717. He is very convincing in 
proving the sources of his information 
and in his claim that the “secrets” of 
Masonry are no longer secrets. Ma- 
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sonry’s prayers and use of the Bible 
show that this is another religion. This 
treatise should be an eye-opener to 
many. 


Ephesians — The Glories of His Grace. 
By August Van Ryn. (Loizeaux Bros., 
Inc., New York 10; $2.) Ephesians gives us 
the very height of the Christian position 
in Christ. The reviewer has read quite a 
number of books on Ephesians and he 
is frank to say that this is one of the 
best. Here Paul carries us into the inner- 
most sanctuary of spiritual blessing. No 
one could imagine such a message, for 
here we are called upon to sit with 
Christ in the heavenly places. The truth 
is so much beyond the experience of 
most Christians that it is often neglected. 
The author brings it out in a sane and 
practical manner, and illustrates it well, 
Evidently he has experienced its power. 
As one reads, he does not feel like skim- 
ming through, but has the desire to dig 
down deep for rich treasure. The clos- 
ing words of this volume show the ear- 
nest desire of the author that his readers 
may have the blessings of God’s grace. 


bd 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee, 
August 16 to 22 

Mon.—Acts 9:36-42. Dorcas. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Dorcas: this 
woman was full of good works and alms- 
deeds which she did.” Here we have a 
pen picture of a godly woman, a mem- 
ber of the early church. The church 
of the days of the apostles is the model 
for all time. It should be a matter of 
special concern on the part of all Chris- 
tians to promote the godliness presented 
to us in the Book.of Acts and to do every 
good thing that will spread Christianity. 
Beautiful lives exemplify Christianity. 
Dorcas by her good works and relief of 
the poor opens to women a vista of 
lovely.Christian service. Pray that godly 
women may have a clearer understand- 
ing of their possible service for the Lord, 
in ministering to human need, 
Tues.—Psalm 107:1-9. A Generous God. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Oh that men 
would praise the Lord for his goodness, 
and for his wonderful works to the chil- 
dren of men!” God’s goodness displayed 
im His lavish gifts is seen in both Heaven 
and earth. Every new view brings new 
riches of His kindness to light. His kind- 
ness is shown alike to friend and foe. 
Sunshine and rain and many other bless- 
ings come to the evil as well as the good. 
Usually at marriage, the advent of chil- 
dren, in times of sickness and trouble, 
God’s kindness comes to mind, and es- 
pecially when needed greatly in wars 
and other woes, Pray that there may be 
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more ministries that make men conscious 
of their dependence upon God, 


Wed.—Matthew 5:38-42. Altruistic Religion. 
PRAYER Succestions: “Give to him 
that asketh thee, and from him that 
would borrow of thee turn not thou 
away.” Benevolence is the outstanding 
mark of true religion. Utterly unselfish, 
and delighting in the welfare of all man- 
kind, after the pattern of Christ, and be- 
cause of His grace, is the spirit of real 
Christianity. It delights in service and 
sacrifice that promotes the true happi- 
ness of people. But it makes moré of 
the soul than the body. It has in view 
eternity as well as time. Pray for Camp 
Pinnacle, R.F.D., Voorheesville, N. Y. 


Thurs.—Acts 20:32-35. Blessedness of Giving. 
PRAYER Succestions: “Remember. the 
words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, 
It is more blessed to give than to re- 
ceive.” It is easy to receive Paul’s 
words about the blessedness of giving 
because he followed this example of 
Christ, and experienced the joy of sac- 
rifice. Our Lord by His presence in this 
world and by the life He lived and the 
death He died best illustrates, “More 
blessed to give than to receive.”” Have 
you tasted this blessedness? Pray for 
Keewahdin Bible Conference (near Port 
Huron, Mich.). Address, the Rev. Ern- 
est Kuhnle, 5041 Woodhall, Detroit 24. 


Fri.—Luke 21:1-4. Sacrificial Giving. 
PRAYER SuGcEsTions: “This poor widow 
hath cast in more than they dll”’ Our 
Lord still sits over against the ‘treasury 
and sees how people give to Hig: cause. 
This benevolent widow who gavé all is 
still an inspiration to self-sacrificg, Give 
until it hurts, and put a proper @prb on 
self-indulgence, God will then Re _ 
rified in your life. Pray for Mount Her- 
mon Conferences, Mount Hermon, Calif. 


Sat.—1 John 3:14-18. The Test of Love. 

PRAYER SuGcEsTIONS: “Let us not love 
in word, neither in“tongue; but in deed 
and in truth.” Actions speak louder than 
words, It is not the love we profess but 
the love we show that pleases God ‘and 
benefits others. Works of love are the 
proofs of its sincerity and reality. Test 
your love by the love of Christ. Pray 
for Gitche Gumee Bible Camp Confer- 
ence, Eagle River, Mich. 


Sun.—Proverbs 31:10-31. 
An Industrious Woman. 
PRAYER SvuGGEsTIONS: “She looketh 
well to the ways of her household.” 
Twenty excellencies are mentioned con- 
cerning the virtuous woman in this last 
chapter of Proverbs. She has commen- 
dation from conscience, from her hus- 
band, children, and neighbors, and, most 
of all, from God. This model wife and 
mother was chosen by the giver of the 
Golden Rule. Let her outlook on life 
and her industry be carefully.. studied 
by all wives. Pray for the Word of Life 
Camp, Word of Life Island, Schroon 
Lake, N, Y. " 
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